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This narrative is & microcosm of Southern American life in this central VOLUME |
Tar Heel county with both the State Capitol and the Wake County Court- . -
house at its center und distinctive crossromds communities. dotting its hhl,mj dirough
countryside, Much is wold through actual words of eye-wilnesses to events Centennial
bath local @nd nivicnal, glepned Trom original sources such as letiers,
diaries, journals, wills, newspapers, intervicws, reminiscences, paintings,
sketches, legal documents, scientific studics, minutes, account books.
military reporis, expense accounds, land grants, deeds, maps, coonl rec-
ords, tombstones, and even graffin. These sowrees also vielded personal
reflections on life as early families lived 1. Their names — hundreds of
them— appear as participants in the panorama of the fimes, From Apex (o
Zebulen, some of their more than 130 towns and communitics are noled —
like Alston’s Store, Baybeaf, Cary, Dunnsville, Eagle Rock, Fishdam,
Gamer, the Harmicane, Jones's Crossropds, Enighidale. Leeswville, Me-
Cullers, Method, Millbroak, Mew Hill. Mew Ruin, Oberlin, (live Chapel.
Panther Branch, Rogers Store, Rolesville, Six Forks, Swift Creek, Tip-
pers, Upchurch, Varina, Wakefield, Wake Forest, Wendell, Wilders
Girove, Yalcs, and Feagle™s Rock,

Some highlights: dinosaurs = Indens « settlers » wild animals « schools «
colonial customs « Revolutionnry War » firming « slivery « stagecoach
travel » crime and law « churches « Civil War » Reconstruction « navigating
the Meuse « qilk culture « panics « black history - celebritics « the ars -
Filrogids = politics = himor = women ' s roles « medical practices = hire-fighting ELIZABRETH
= business = early families, REID

More than fifteen vears of probing into the past have been distilied o VIURRAY
this comprehensive description of people, places. nnd happenings from : -
prehistorne times through the 1871 centennial of the formation of WAKE:

Capitsl Coanty of North Carolina,
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capirol mear dive cesaer of nripindd Raleigh, The Americas fug i displarod & the Fedeinal
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PREFACE

Few counties established as long ago as the cighteenth century are fortunate
enough 10 have pictorial representations, however crude, of all their courthouses
comsiructed over the course of more than two centuries. Wake County is among Lhe
few, Reproduced in the end sheets of this volume are likenesses of all ‘i.‘ of 'Wake
Comnty"s courthouses. from drawings or photographs contemporary with Illhl' K-
fence of each. Sources for these representations are as follows. The 1771 *"Wake
{"cq Homsse™ noistion is taken from the plat of the thousand acres deeded by Joel
| ane bothe state (see p. 811 The sketch representing the 1795 courthouse is adugted
froem a 1797 plai of Raleigh reproduced in full on p. 81. The drawing of the 1817
bashling i3 a detuil from C. N. Drig"s bird"s-eye view of Raleigh, a larger segment of
which appears on p. 95, Photographs of the 1883 and 1913 structures are from the
\rchives and History photographic section: the latter photograph is by Gene Furr.
Gary Knight photographed the 1970 courthouse in 1982,

It was fortunate. for purposes of this volume, that an important record book,
missing for several decades, was rediscovered in time for the chapter dealing with
the conunty”s birth to be partially rewritten and documented. Reeord Il-mlll; .""
contuining minutes of the Wake County Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions,
17711777, has been deposited in the State Archives, Some carfier and later manufes
o the governing boards of Wake's “'parent’’ county, Johnston, and of Wake
County itself, remain missing, most of them considered destroyed. Among these
s minuies of the Johnston County Court, 17461759, n period when T mE LY
setthers were moving into that portson of Johnston that became Wake m 1771, Gaps
in the Wake County Court minutes include the following: June-December, 1784 all
of 1785, 1786, and 1 T8E: March-June, 1789; and ol of 1799, Additionally, cightcen of
Wake County”s irreplaceable deed books were destroyed (»ec p. 234 and o, 201 in an
anoo-camed 1832 fire at the County Register’s store, A sccond, less senous
courthowse fire was reported 1o have destroyed a county record book and *'some
valsable official papers'” in 1836 (sce p. 401). _ i

Another serious lack is the non-existence of all mimutes of the governing boards
of both of Wake County s antebellum incorporated towns, Raleigh and Roleaville.
Appurently mo official minutes of their proceedings are cxtant, ot only for the
pre- 1855 period but lor several postwar yoars as well, Two explanations have been
offered: war and fire. Kemp Plummer Battle noted in 1876 (sec p. 31%0) that some
Raleigh reconds were destroyed in 1863, " when Sherman’s army enatered Ri-"l'-'-!-lh-
Dnher reconds are presumed 1o have been destroved when a 1930 lire _-Il-l!rl'lll.ﬂl-ﬂ'lﬂ.l
ihe City Auditorium building contuining some reconds storage ancas, adjcent ter the

191 1- 10 City Hall, I8 has been pssible [0 reconstrucl *a:_ml.r:_i:"mdl.hl un:lwm_n ol
the Raleigh boards by consulting a ' Corporatsoen Proceedings 1.'l.'||_|ulrlll1 M"l-l'll‘l-:d
by the Raleivh Rerister for several years hegmning in 1843, reporting meetings of
the City Commissioners. The 1913 fine thal raged the business seciion of Bolesville
see b, 419) may have bumed that town's earliest records.

Nomerows direct guotations from primary soarces Gpgpear m these pages. In all
imitances excepd ope, they are printed with e editori] changes in spelling or
pusctuation, The word sic appears only occasionudly, when the quoted material
contains. misspeliings that might be mistaken for typographical errors in printing

L]




this ook The one exception will be found on pp. 645-647 and is explained on 5 1
¥

" I ﬂ

Footnote numbers appear ot the ends of paragraphs and are composiss i &,
is consistently as possible, sources wre lested o the onder in which they spe |
information within the relevant paragraph. Afer the initial reference 10 4 gy
work, subsequeni references make use ol its “short tithe, ™ which in all cases b o
pregins with the full tithe’s first word m onder that it may resdsly be fous] &
dphabetical listing of the Bibliography. The single exception is that of te ~ I ——— . :
peatedly cited 08, which is so cited in Civil War lootnotes but which is cro. - BEFORE THERE WAS HISTORY

=

Introduction

gnces o is actual title, War af e Rebellion, under U5, War Deparnsin 3
i o T " e . 1 & v ]
| Stall beteers in 4;-|u'n|h-:~|-_-. "hf""'mm"' th"ﬁn"m;;ﬁ“‘:“ﬁ”““ exiod of quoted There was & time when dinosaurs rogumed that part of Earth now called
| ’ e e _:?I'ﬂ:" L: I| IIEI:I'I: :I.k}yll:kwrr-.lmﬂuﬁ' Is ll';‘-::-:l ¥ edtson is indicatd by (s Wake County, Later, creatures of the sea inhabited the waters that for a
1 s il B ol i e Ty 1 while covered part of it. Still later there were the mastodon, the mammoth.
"* Fov ucrpuacit of pec v g peiacdy Cetlya, e f“".rfﬂ ORI Wt kil r;d Lr; bauffale. It was after the land was millions of years old that the *“In-
i Fesotmobe references to additional mlformation: E.E-. “ste n:l'uq:-. 1ot m. 85 The i :

resdber s thos refermed to that page in chap. 10 that contzins the P‘nw Eollowsd dian™ becume its first human inhabitant.

by fooinote numiber #8 WRITTEN 18 THE ROCKS

The history of these eons 15 writlen, nod in words, but in the rocks and
soils of Wake County, in which is preserved evidence of the prehistoric
aminids and plants that Mourished i the area. Geologists interpreting the
evidence suggest thal in one of the earth’s upheavels *‘a thousand million
years ago” " the rocks thit were thrust up through the earth’s crust in what is
now Worth Caroling began weathenng and eroding to form the Predmont !
plateaw of which Wake County is a part.’

Thesr boar frapsmenis afe e re-
oins of @ premdosschian ceprile
ef the fare Trlaasic ape. fouad
,_u-n-_-..-n-.-..l' i wlalv _rll.l'a i Ee sl
Waks Counmry and idemiified by
Smiithsourien Tmsilintin spediil-
infw, (O oiecivnn, Lhepartmiemr of
Geasclences. North Caroling
Srafe Ulmiveraiiy, Roleieh.) '

Eamns W . Ho, [e.. petograph

Digasagrs in Wake, —Gradually there developed o subtropical chmate.
warmer than foday and moist, with vast swamps in which luxonous veg-
ttation and prehistoric animal life evolved. This Mesoroic e, called the
Age of Reptiles, is thought to have lasted from about 180 million to about
M il oy YEArs ago. ]}r.min“'iﬂﬂ ithe oither hving credatures were the
dincsaurs, or “termble reptiles,”” bones from which have been found dq..:p
m 1k earth i Wake as well as in nearby Lee and Chatham counties.”

i
lmsper L. Sockory . Nonih orobing: ra Gy amnd Al el Kéavaroes, I, D6 P E B
Sy, N, Grokigy, 105, 161, 188: Dick Broen, ""A Sgnificant Discovery in Chatham.’” Sirw o and
Srraer, Apr 9, 197, The collection of the Depanment of Orosciences, N0, bty Umveity. Bakegh.
Wass i sfpmealind comoal Tl the romains of @ passbonoshian Fegoir wuml in e whaks @i of e
|Fangle linck Uempany in weaborn 'Wake. near i hatbam Comndy i Siil akedrnal remany W
TRl g e e 0 caloin Morth Amserica. hecaune ool s e nat good proseroers B B I
& v han dewiroyed maidd Pecords Thal My Bavr sccomlsiesl, Ak s wkerviess with lohn M
XXX Fartien 1L then profpssnr of geosciesce, Mar. 37, 1988, Dec. 1T, 1904
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There were large trees as well, 1-.|1]_-.:r.1nil'-.:|'s- fifty 1o sixty feet high e
Were relaped to ihe e rn pil‘l:,' I':|.r'r1||3|-'. With the 'Ijll'll'l.'d'l.llr!:._ 1]}:5. ir_.":.__
ally became extinct, as tremendous changes ok place in the ek
curfuce. and hardwoods ok their place. The Fl:nmllt_ar magnolis, g
fras. poplar. and fig have all been found fossilized m rocks o Bosd
million years old, There were also types no longer found in Nom
vmerica, such as ebony and breadfruil. Developing somewhat kiter wen
ihe beech, oak, birch, maple, walnul, tulip tree, and sweel gum, us well
ihe Tarmiliar shrobs Inurel, vy, hazelnot, and holly,?

Wake snder Warter.—As the climate over the eanth beciume, cooker and
more varied, and the last dinosaurs died out, the seas advanced
retreated over varous portions of the planet. Al some time, perbon
seventy million years ago. the Atlantic Ocean gradually advanted weg

Jasins W i pa—

Evidence that part of Wake County was once under watees of the Atfaasic Coos
pousibly T million vears ago, b prescated in these fossily, Afleft iy fragmcs o
wrareine sitell rock foand b aplard deposits of Eocene epoch sandy sedimee
b '”'I'f'r witern Wake, Aty gl wre pieves af fossilized delftmoed |.I'-|"|I1||I'II|'|'\-|"""':' I
forninea st oof preesent Awhirm, (Collection, Deparinent of Gedacienced, Noml
ofing Srare Unis wraily. Ruleiph. )

ward over eastern America until a large part of present North Canba
inCluding part of Wake ( vunty, was covered by marine waters Inarcas X
siitheastern Wake near the towwn of Adbiirm, and in the sosthemn np oo
Fuquay-Varina, ¢ vidence of this one-time floor of the ocean has B =@
N exposed deposits of sand contuning fragments of seashell.!

Mler the retreat of the waters eastward for the Lust time to date, 1%

;.I: CRey, WO, fark v TI8: b kb
e [ 2

v~ .;..; 1.; -:III._.'||-|J'| Errsilog v il il srandal Plaim off Motk Caredna, 14 Stirckes N I“ “:‘
Parker Hi, G .'.'.'.:"“' mleryiew, Mar, I7, 1%8; Parker 1 ssshor, July 73, 106, Jam 22 19710

Rty ol i
i i it &l ol @l Upland sesdimics s £ W et ool g Tlosond el alrpacearis i Wk

sl Mimeral Revwrces of Wake Cownty, a, 9, pl. 4 Map showing atice =
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climste of Morth Carolina became approximmtely what it is now, and the
majar streams began (o develop the courses they now follow, The phvsi-
col features of Morth Carolina as they appear today came into existence
sfier the mnderaater period.®

§ice sy i-:,l'-”f'l-fﬁ'ﬂ Animiils, —Seientists term the lnst seventy mallicen
vears the Cenozoic er. and the Age of Mammals. Among the earliest
primitive ammals were those from which the opossum and mole de-
soonided, anad the rodents. Quemil, vultures, and eagles were well estab-
kshed ffty or sixty million years ago. as were urtles, lizards, and snakes.
Fossils in Morth Caroling rocks indicate that the primitive horse was
nresenl for thousands of years before hc-:.'ummg extinct. It is also possible
ihat the camel, rhinoceros, and saber-toothed tiger Hved in the aren,®

(e iheory concerming the advent of other early mammals into North
America b that they made their way from Asis to Alaska by way of the
Bering land bridge between the now separate land masses, und eventually
icame 10 be al home near the ¢ast coast area that became North Carolina.
Ameng the carbics! mmigrants were the mastodon and mammoth, early

Spresentutives of the elephant family, Only part of the Bovidee family
Sseems b0 bave enlered Amernica by the land bridge; at least, no cattle

spparently were found by the sixteenth and seventeenth century Eurno-
pean explorers and settlers. The bulfale. however, did resch the eastern
fegion of the continent, as did the deer and elk, and afl were abundant in
worth Caroling when the colonists armived.’

e First PropLl

Aifvent af the *“fadians.”"=The “red”’ men whom the Europeans dis-
wovered in the Mew World in the late fiftcenth and early sixteenth <en-
hifies are also bedpeved h:,' some 1o have come fmom Asia I‘I!.- Wiy ol Alaska
iame time aiter the Joe .-'l|.|_.;|,=\., n:';pl;hing ke aren that is Wake E-l.lIJIll.}' gl
feast twelve thousand years ago, or roughly 10,000 B.C. They brought with
them their dogs, and the knowledge of the use of fire and the spear,
Evidence of these Paleo-Indians. ecarliest known human inhabitants, has
heen found in ahundance in the form u1'h|'h,';.1:| poinis and crude stone fools

uch a8 weripers. They hunted mastodon, mammoth, boffalo, deer, elk.
ind & varely of smaller animals, Several centunies lter they were aided
7 an mveation called the atlatl, or spear-thrower.”

Mutkey, N.C. Girskagy, 189
sschey, N, Geaalow iy PV 199
bachary, N, Grebags . 16T, 1905-19% Marthsa Mo Bride Morm i, Wlea gy Wl Wigs Fepag. 1T1, &i
ertmg e Mlaalwn land Pralge theoty apgcsns o b e mang geaefally SOonpod ¢ yplanatas foe ithe
ol sy i Mol &S
" My A Bt Pl i Vo Carolima, 1, 50, bl Bl V. Weimsen. Flrad om b Linsd The Norik
: et el &8, i 's il ervirs wigh ey T, Davia. then director eomenes, N, Sl of
iers Mmooy, Makeigh, Aps . 2. 1988, Ohm Pune 35, I97H, Card P HoSlemas sl othes of panieed (b
LE Niea Arpbaevibg sl Soioty L detormine, among oifber ey, U o 00 efil off Dl o0 Ot of
AR Wi U oy, | e e sl s aid apealiers @ moctugs g ided sdeeluai s b Tl peeviosdy
ke ol o it ey ] FeiE s e IRe e andl s ¢ oflog Dl Ol adEn pannerians artdacis Wi by
s From e warboms paericsd forwad. Minuics. Capilsd Aiea Archarlngcal Socicty, lune 36, | 7T0¥
we Piel H Pevkimwon, ~ Norih Carlms Fleiad Feojeoibe Pomis, Surwy Ripeeil Nosbes Teo
oty Samillers’ 1 00, 19T 04, 12, 3T, H. W0
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EARLY Fi} LATE
PALED PERNID MIDDELE TO LATE
Abanr 12,000 8., ARCHAN FERNND L
fer about & 000 0. Abowir 4,500 B.C.
T o] S0 BLC ' | <

EARLY TO) LATE ‘ A ‘A
EARLY TO MIDDLE WOODLAND PERIOD

ARCHAIC PERIOD Aboiet A_D. 500
A et 6 0K R, : B anbunl B3, 300D
i abont 3000 B.0

Mhere Indign profeciile points found in Woke County, dating from the carlies
peesintorie (e, 12,000 B.C ) i the © odoreier] period (gfter AD, I500), wére diaem-
Hed end photographed Auguat 5, 1978, by Phil Perkinson of Raleigh from his own
st and those of Richard Mills of Apex and Bowrke Bilisoly of Weadell. They
Trreient all the palaf tvpes identified by Solfre Coe in hix " Formative Cultures of
bt Carolimg Pledmont™ {19840, As pricrinred, Hhaelr $1560 GFe doonfaie iR relation to
il i Rer,
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mrhegmmwuhdnmm aquﬁlhacliehnmd: huts near

i i jonally in
edible bat scarcely delectable mussels still foumd oocasini
?ra.‘]l:ﬂ‘::m IErett And they carved cooking vessels or bowls from locally
available soapstone.’

idence they le Behind . —Exampiks of these artifacts have beem
fﬂfﬁrabunﬂ;mtﬁ panticularly in the northermn and eastern portions 2{{
Wake County. In the mha:uhﬂmhcum-uims_m: Department :
Culbtural Resources there is, for example, am:_dum—su:-nd mpﬁm#-:ke
sef that was found in the Baybeal commaumity m mﬂhwst:mkal
County. At Soapstonc Moumntzin, aboul KX miles north of Bay on
Bmkhomﬂmm:h-lhcmmybeman: ledge of soapstone.
Here were found partially completed bowls sull arached to the slmrt
oulcropping _ where some long-ago hﬂmmﬁmpeynmmtﬂhiuﬂ
vessels bat befi them unfimished. Large spear poials made
Wﬂhﬂbﬂtﬂﬁuﬂmﬂh“‘ﬂ:ﬂﬂwnﬂ:aﬂdmmﬂﬁmﬂ_ hﬂ
collection, as is a collection of a hundred potnis found together in n:s:-a-:_h
washed out of the side nﬂ':crﬂetbalnknealzcbum and other progect

: near Fuguay Springs-™ N
ms;—ruuhts htmpm'm uummm poiery. stone and clay smoking pTEEES a'l;:
farming and grindi tools all beloag 02 h!:fp:n?duﬂmhn] mu}:
area, beginning ahout the time of the l:-u'lh of Christ, and I!:nm'ﬂ? as 5
Early Woodlard period. Aboal theat tame, ik mmouglﬂ. | that a new P::Ftlis
invaded the area, probably from across 1he n_u:uml:::mmum t:pénl il
aow Kentucky. They are credited with having brought 1o the Car
the bow and armaw, the tomahawk, chay poETY. the smok |ﬂ1mﬁ
and most importanily. farmng. Sampiles of the artifacts on mmm
rsuits have been found along the Neuse River. They provide ev
| indian villages probabl »

:ﬁlm:sga.]m. and vegetables (beams amid sguash} werns cultivated.”

Tascarvra Humnng Growad.—By the ume colonization efforts mi.:i-_:nﬂh
Carolina began in the cixteenth century . there werd about ?:E.’trm I;.l:
witkin ber present boundaries, in more than Fw-emyim differend :Lnat
Among them was the fierce. Irogquoian speaking Tuscanor naton i
permanent home Was near the easicm ms‘tu:ur_t-hﬂwhutmunﬂnd_ L
vast central portioa of present Morth Carolina. The hc.nrt ufﬂrnnr':rr:
forested hunting ground was {he area that is foday Wake County.

Refore There Was History -

Buffialo Among the Big Game. —Among the game the Tuscarora hunted
were 2l manner of wild fowl, especially turkey, pheasant. and quail; small
animabs including beaver, raccoon. squirrel. and rabbit; amd the really bag
game such as bear, fox. deer. and elk. There is also evidence that buffalo
were still plentiful during those last years before wetlers from other parts
of America began changing the pristine forests im0 ostposts of civiliza-
tion. Names thal early settlers gave o Iwo Wake Counly walercourses
are Buffalo Creek, which rises in eastern Wake and flows mto Linde River
within Johnston County. and Buffalo Branch in southem Wake, which
epters the Johaston County portion of Middle Creck. in addithon. "“the
Buffalow licks'™ near Horse Creek is named in an carly (1745) northera
Wake County land grant.'”

it is mot known when the buffalo became extinct im Morth Carolina.,

From numerous eighteeath-century accounts of expenences with the hsge
animal in states touching all three boundaries, thers is no doubit that bison
roamed the Carolina back country of which Wake forms a part. “*Buffelo,
or wild beef,”” as described by an expborer. John Lawson. provided oot
only food for the Indians but hide for their cloking and bedding as well.
The animals weighed, according to Lawson, “'from 1,600 10 2400 Weight
.. {as | am informed by a Traveler af Creds).”™"

Although i@t is probable that an occasional seventeenth-century Evro-
pean trader or explorer made his way indo the central Carolina woodland.
no positive evidence has come Lo light to indicate that any haman being
other than the Indian lived or even lingered on soil that was o hecome
Wake County. until Lawson’s documented visit in ik early eighteenth
Y.

secin i lemes W Clay. ML W, B, amedl Ered W Srpaet fods. | Wovsh {aroding Ay, A2-E3.
Al s mvscrigmion. ~ This part of ey Couatry s Samser®y [ndubsted by the Tukenmro badiaes. ™ over
Wk area m Moscley may of 3.0 1795, Map Collcction, St Srohivei

¥ Copp 11 above; Willamn 5. Powell Thr Moo aredima Graerreer. 73 WO Land Gt Bawol [ 30 H
0, w.r..mﬁmmdm.m

4 Tedl Mibone, ~Bahe Him Plosty of Funred. Frathered, Sealy Urrstures,” Rukeigh Timea. Age. 36
1559, Citimg IﬂFnWWﬂﬁwbﬁ-ﬂtmuﬂﬁ_wL Raghas.
~The Rl m Mok Caeoling,” North Careding Fitoriral Revics 9 Oy 7852 10T, Foha Lawwin,
A Miew Virapr 80 Casnline . ., (Reudes Eamie of % crigmmal | 159654, 185-13a



PART A
EIGHTEENTH CENTURY

Chapter |
THE BEGINNINGS OF WAKE COUNTY'S HISTORY

FPRESETTLEMENT

Firss Written Record. —The necorded history of Wake County began in
the vear 1701 with the February visit of am English adventurer and sur-
veyor named Jobn Lawson. The journal Lawson kepl and later published
is the first written record extant of any Enghshman’s entering that potion
of the Tuscarora hunting ground that became Wake County. With a party
of Englishmen. Lawson had been traveling for mearly eight weeks infand
from —Charles Town™ in Sowth Carolina. He was making a reconnais-
sance survey for the Lords Propeietors, eight English noblemen who held
title to the two Carolinas by grant from Chasles IL.'

The pasty had been guests in two Indian villages west of Wake, Oc-
caneechee Town mot far from present Hillsborough. and Adshusheer near
present Durham. Journeying southeastwardly with the chiefl of the
former. Eno-Will, as their gmde. they came 10 the banks of the Neose
River, probably in the area where its meanders form the dividing line
between present Dusbam and Wake countics. They found themseives
confronted across the river by two Tascarora Indians, with whom through
thear gaide-interpreter they beld 2 lengihy conversation. amd who assisted
them across the river's ““strong Carrent . . . about Breast-high.”' One
might say that the journal account thus is the first recond of aborigines’
welcoming outsiders into land that comprises present Wake Coanty.®

Lawson described the terrain along the river, observing that the south
side had high banks and stone quarries; the north, white sandy land with
“no Timber, but small shrebby Oaks.” Following the river downstream,
the party camped for the night at “the Falls of a lange Creek, where lay
mighty Rocks, the Water making a strange Noise, as if a greal many
Water-Mills were going al once . . . called by the Indians. Wee quo

| Lzwon. A New Vepape, dodication. proface, introdiection; also see Hagh Talmape Lefler el
UTFTY, i
'l"h.ﬂ.urnnr-i-iﬂ.f..“.[:m-:‘.lh!-w.ﬂ-ﬂ_

I. The Begimaings of Wake Cowrty’s History 9

Whom.™ Without question, ithis site was the Falls of i
\ the N
nagthern 'Wake Cownty, where the man-made dam upstream ;nu;:tm

abandoned paper and textile mill
Geactibed by Eakaon s marks the largest of the natara] fils

Other Firsrs.—Lawson also brought with him what may have been the

2 5
ﬁ:stpn:mmi book 1o be r-rad_m Wake Cownty. An :'m:idi::l 'tn'mhin:llu
book that night at the falls might well be considered also the first reading

e L NE
51’ O };#GE"“;
CAROLIN

Comroismine s

:': rﬁr:a:rnné" u,-:!;.;ﬁ: fowrney -CG T R'i? i
FOWE arclimas, fohw i I I hi I
Lawsom describes the Febrwary =
1707 mighr his party spear ar the | Tw‘“*ﬂﬂhiﬂ!!ﬂi L
Falls af the Neuse River. (Tade I AN D | i
Cor Alios Gimer st ooy 1A J B U R N AL
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lesson, the first religious imstruction, and the first missionary #thin
effort w
g:utmnjf .mmﬁﬂ?hnﬂmi.mﬂhmmnm' of the Engiich
: AT . wiich was the center of interest i i
fireside sceme related by Lawson: ! ] e Bl
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himi. and invited him to Become a Christian. He made me a very skarp
R_fply,m.mr.]'hanh ko' the Emglivh extracndinasy well. and
-nildl:@:'{r-:llmr Ways to be very good for those that had already
practis’d them, and bad been brought up therem; But as for haswself.
Be was o much in Years to think of a Change, csteoming @ not
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10 WAKE: Capiral County of North Carolina

proper for Od People 1o admit of swch an Aheration. However, be
pald me, 15 1 would take his Son Jack, who was then about 14 Years of
Age. and teach him to talk in thit Book, and make Paper speak. which
ey call our Way of Writing. he woulkd wholly resign him o my
Tuition; telling me., he was of Opinion, | was very well affected 1o the

Indians.*

Unhappily. that affection was not totally retumed by others of Ene
Will's rece, Lawson ended his life in Morth Caroling, probably a ik
hands of Indians who were not **very well affected toward™ him, gor ¢
foreign settlers in general. His death took place a decade later, in |7
during the bloody Tuscarora War near the coast, acconding fo severs
varying sccounts.®

sMeanwhile, Lawson continued his jourmey (owand the cowss, theoogh
what is now northeastern Wake County. The rapid streams along the i)
Hne gave way o slower walers. as they Frah':rl:d through “"very ks
Country, and most Pine Land, yet intermix’d with some Quantities o
Marble.” as they traveled toward present Goldsboro and poists cast

Eiarlv Tiex with Craven l'm.-.lrr].'.—.-"'J'H:r the lﬁ[l thet hﬂ!ﬂﬂll Lawnon
presenl Wake County, he made his home at the eastern end of the Neow
River, in o location ot which he and the Swizs Baron Christopher v
Ciraffenried founded the wown of New Bemn, This littke town, which wa
later the capital of the northern Carolina colony and still e of B
mdependent State of North Carolina, became the county seat of Craves
County. As Craven extended indefinitely westward and sncluded afl o
present Wake and several other counties, the carliest settlers who puiha
inte the portion that became Wake were still residents of Craven Loust
Mew Bern, many miles distani, was thus the ¢ouniy seat for Wake's fire
residents until the formation m 17486 of Jolmston. For the mext sty
years Lthey were Johnston Counly citizens. Mol until 1771 was L
County cut off from Johnston and given its present name.’

Forty Morr Years as WiILDERNESS

It was e v [our decades from the time of Lawson s 170 vt il 52
first seitlers from other parts of the colonies look up land in the wikdefnes
that became Wake County, During the intervening yoars there doghties
wore excursions inio the area by others than Indians, alithough ther &=
extant no further records of adventurers who might have fraverstd 1
Precise arga,

Frails throwgh Future Wake. —During the disastrous Tuscarors sesse
agmnst the coustal colonists, 1711-1714, three expeditionary fores @
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i2 WAKE: Capital County of Nowth Caroling
itia w t from South Canolina to aid coastal Northemn Carolioa
'ﬂjﬂ :&ﬁﬂm atback. Al leasl two .md perhaps all Ihp:l: of these
wnits passed through present Wake on their purposely carcunous roules
from the comntry of the Waxhaws toward the English settlements on the
coast. One of these expeditions brought a force of abowt 800 Eh:-m. _I'hee
Indsan allies. A 1716 map marks the routes of these three forces in 1711,
[T12, and 1713, under Colonels Johm Bamwell and Jar:lr_s 3‘[0-0:‘& and
Captain {kater Colonel) Maumice Moore. If the :arm:grapﬁ-er i5 Mol in eemor
with his placemest of rivers im relation to known ktitndes, the ﬁ
where two of the rowtes crossed Newse River must have beem w -
present Wake boundaries. The thand force appears I:ﬂ-th:l.'l-:tl:l'l.'lﬁ-l!ﬂ
Eno River and then to have cat across the northemn postion of present
Wake ®
il the Indicas.—There is every [Seelihood that the bl'tsk._ _'I.I'H.l:l!
u:;:m;ﬂ between the settiers on the coas a.nd: the [ndizns in ithe
interior. both before and after the Tuscarora War, inchaded trade in a.rhi
through the woods of Wake. Although the " Trading P‘aﬂ:lr_L:l}}!r Indians
described by William Byrd im 1728 when -s.l.ln'e;m]glhe \H'g:lm_a{amﬁna
dividing line passed (o the morth and west of Wake, lJ'l-lEn: was lrading
throwgh Wake's forests. The celebrated “Green's Path ﬁnw
Wirgenia toward the southwand lay ajungp;uﬂmns aof the Erzs.cm ndar:r
line between Wake and Johnston countics; and the “Pee Dee Trail’
traversed southern Wake County on its east-wesl rogle between lub1_'|smn
and Chaibam counties. The for trade, chiel object -:rl' 1.hr raffhc .a]a:-n;i:_
these paths, was doubtless well supplied from the virgin m;-_udhndsf
Wake. by means of kesser trails or traces criss-crossimg the main paths.
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Living Trail Marker —Si3 2live in northern Wake County isa sirangely
gm&;lmﬁmhmsummm:mﬂtmdwﬂlbﬁthngﬂgn
trasds. This Indian trail tree is a venerable white oak., bent pot firom age bat
by design, in the manner of Indian trail-blazing 1o mark & path for others
ta follow. While a sapling. its pliant stem was forcibly bent 1o poimt due
sowth from its base. and was weighted 1o keep it bent in that direction,
Over the cenuries, s now massive truak has gromm paralle] do the
ground for more than twenty-one feet, before its branches thrast skyward.
If one sights along its trunk from base 5o branches, the course indicared
kaﬂsﬂnhfrﬂmﬂthighpnintdhjﬂmmhi:hmﬂmmws. directly to
the Meuse River, so important to the Indian for his living as well as for
trade and transportation_ ™

DrwrERsHIP CHANGES

Charles II. the Proprietors, George If.—From the maddle of the seven-
teenth century until just prior io the period of setthement of the arex Y]
was o become Wake Coanty, not only Wake but all of present Norh and
South Carolina was the property of eight English poblemen and their
heirs. The eight onginal Lords Proprictors bad recerved 1kis handsome
grant from Chardes 11 in retarn for their Feelping him regain the throne of
England and putting an end 1o the Cromwell Proteciorate. Mccording 1o
the Carolima Charter of 1663 by which the territory was gramied the enght
propeictors, their vast possessions extended from the Atkantic Ocean *'to
the west as far as the south seas.'” Eager to promoie setthement and thus
gain personal profits from land rents and export goods, 1Be eight ahuestes
Endlords offered all sorts of indocements to familics who would take up
bad in Carolina. Settlement was disappointingly show, and the period of
their proprictorship was satisfactory neither to the English govermment
mar 10 those who did become Casolina setthers. In 1729 the heirs of all but
one agreed 1o resell their seven-cighths shares to the then resgning
momarch, George B1."

Wake in the Granville Districe.—Afier 1720 and preor to 1746 all of
Wake's easly setilers received their land grants from George 11 through
the royal governors of the North Carolina colony: or else they acquened
lend from others to whom it had onginally been granted by the king’s
agents. After 1746, all the ungranted land in present Wake belopged to the
English Earl of Graaville. who thereafier had itk to the enlive nosthern
hadl of Nosth Carolina.

Granville was the one heir of the original Lords Propaetors who in 1729
had declined 10 sell 1o the crown his ome-eighth share of the Carolina
colomy. The agreement fisally reached fifieen years Bter (1744) desig-

*Mmkmmmﬂmth
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14 WAKE: Capital County of Noreh Caraling

nated his eighth as a wide east-west sirip south of amd parallel 1o the
somthemn border of Virgmia. It was not until 1746 that a fine was fmally
surveyed a5 far west as present Wake Coumly, separating (b King's land
from that of Granville. acconding 1o 1the terms of theer 1744 agreement.

After 1746 the king and the British Parliamemd sull governed the emine
colony through roval gpovermors and thesr councils; and 1l was onder
British baw thal these mid-eighneenth cemtury residemts [ved and 1hat their
local courts and t1ax colleciors operated. Bot from 1kat year wnil the
American Revolution. it was to Lord Granville™s agents. mot to the British
king. that carly Wake settlers owed their quitrents. or asmual payments bo
“qual™" them from funher obligation to Granville, And it was from him
thal they received new granis of fand, if such granis were for land within
e Crramville diastrict, as was ail of Wake.

The southern boundary of Granville's disirict was a line nenning doe
west from ibe coast at 353"34° north Eativede and passing just sowath of the
southermnmost tip of present Wake County. The norbern boundary was
the conveniemily straight Virginia line. From this huge sixty-mile wide
strip, the speculative absentee landlord Granville expected to reap rich
bemefits thromgh guitremis from setibers, both those already at bome near
the coast amd those who would be induced 1o settle Bartber inkand in e
huge expanse of hackwoods Carolina Bt was future Wake. He lived in
England and employed agemis 1o manage the granting of bnds and the
collecting of rents for him. His agents proved go be unscrupuloos in many
cases, and their subordinates. survevors and remt collectors egually «o
Epon occasin. '

They kept careless or no records of gramts and entries. There were
mnstances of the same land being granted more than once. to two or more
different claimants. In the coafusion. there were numeroas cases of peo-
ple moving into binds in the Graaville district and taking up bome sites
withowt fifing entry papers. It is probable that something of the son hap-
pened 1o some of the earliest seftlers in present Wake County. with the
resuln 1Bt soame of their pames will never be known. As was the case with
some pre-(aranvillie seitlers, however, therne were many doring Granville's
cwmership who became permanent seitlers with legal titde to their kands_
and who were the ancestors of numerous [amilies in present Wake
Coanty.

Abrcenree Landowmers.—In much the same way that the Lords Pro-
prictors had been abseniee landlands 10 tbe entire Carolina Provence. the
few individuals keown to have owmed lznd carliest in what was to become
Walke Coumy were also absemice owmers. Available mformation from
land gramis and coen records of the early 17405 reveals the names of four
residents of eastern Nonh Carolina who owned large tracts of virgin
Wake wildermess, but who never. as far as is ksown. lived there ibem-

™= Huph Tofmog Lol sl Ay Ry Merwsome. Yornk Casalma Fhe Floseoy of @ Sosobern Trair.
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selves. Three of these were high officeholders im ibe council of Gove
!Snmgrﬂuni:_um.thrrusmﬁhtmﬁlmulﬂmhfamﬁuaﬂ
it was reacquired for England in 1729 by King George I1. The three were
Cheef Justice William Smith. Atlomey General Jobin

Col. Robert Habon, e
X b h;‘.emvm marshal. The fourth. fames Mackilwean. will

An Interesting Theory about the Area thar Became Ralei —Cha

M. Heck, in unpablished notes on Raleigh humryﬁumhﬂlgtu !.h&ur:;
19505, advances an imleresting theory explaining why and how 1hese three
important casierners, high officials m the coloaial government of North
.:amrhnanl_ll_ur!ugnu-anu{hndmh‘ahylmur}ﬁr

bomes and from the civilization of that time. From his search of the
naﬂﬂtmnhdmmﬁeam.nnﬂasﬁhrmhtﬂmm.h
came 1o the conclusion that at keast two of them may have actually come
bo the area in the early I'.l'.EI-I]!_s. and may have noted its potentialities for
full.!'.n: d-L-l-|:In|:u'!1-|:-_11l:. Fuﬂuﬂna; their participation in a thwarted revoll
against the adminastration of Governor Bumingtoa, Smith and Montgom-
ery had to flee for their lives because of their alleged invelvement i an
dssassenzslion atlempt on the governor. Although the accused were re-
ported to have “fled by might, and hid themselves in Virginga,” no specific
refreat is mdrr:al:cd.. Smce Smith, Moatgomery, and Halion later re-
quested and were given by the mext governor hsge grants of land in the
remole mieror of the colony. Heck suggests that instead of having taken
mﬁﬂmﬁemu?yp}puhmd Virginga, they might have chosen as the
neansst unimhabited place to hide. the back cownlry area far mp the Megss
River and its tmbutary, *““Crabb tree creek.'” Their legally recorded granes
of a few years kaer contain the earliest known mendion of this importast
Eﬁ’i Eu-uru:r wateraay. as well as of “Walsut Poim™ on Walnut
After Bumingtom's ouster the three retumed Lo Lhear former positions on
the council. and the new povernor. Gabeiel Johaston. a shnﬁmt later

= Heck Colleotion, Sestr Archives: Saasdon, ok el Py Hadsrn
i ; - wly A - 5 Btk Somaey” i
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6 WAKE: Capital Coumty of North Carolima

mmwmwzm trects. totaling 6,000 acres among
them. between Walnut and Crablnee creeks. 1t was part of the Halton
granil that half a century later was sold by #ts eventual owner, Joel Lane.
o the iwkptndmtﬂﬂcm'ﬂnrmcar{ﬁnaslhe site for ils permanent
capital, the city of Raleigh.

Inducements to Sertlers.—The British govermmend was anxbous 1o
populate the back country with seftbers. Recipients of wery
large grants, sech as Haltoa, Smith. and Montgomery, were expected b
induce others to settle within their large clims, in order bo imcrease the
colony s population, its soil productivity. and its potentsal trade prodocts.
The terms of Col. Halbon™s 2.000-acre grant, for example. included the
mﬂcrslauﬁmltm‘hﬂallhmnﬂhm:uﬂﬁummﬂﬂeﬂm
cultivate in proporion as three acres Lo one brandred within three years.””
Did he live @p 1o this reguirement? The reconds do nod reveal the names of
settbers who might have taken up residence as his tenants. although it is
Hﬂy!bﬂﬁhhﬂtmﬂmdhynhkhmnrﬂmwﬁﬁtsﬂﬂtﬁﬂmm
be on land which became Wake County.'

new state land grant office opened i 1778, Meanwhidle, the neighboring
Smith and Montgomery tracts were also willed to the original owners’
heirs and were later acquired in smaller tracts n the 17505 and 1760s by
resadents of Wake™s Walnut Creek area, inchading John Giles Thoanas and
William Muckleroy. and still later pantially by another binge landholder,
Isaac Humter.'’

who laid off the three grants For Smith, Momigomery. and Halton. He bad
by the time of their grants also “‘proved [his] rights . . . acconding to the
Royal Imstructson.”” which information is isdicated in the 1741 King's
warranl entitling him to a 350-acre tract ¢asl of and ““opposite Judge
Smith's & Coll. Halton's Surveys.” In the next several years Mackdlwean
acquired al least oae additional tract of MM acres im the same vicinity."*

Mackilwean may have remted part of the fand 1o carly Wake residenils
whose names ane lost. Records indicate that he himself was quite basy in
mh-:rpmisuhh:mlﬂnrdurhumm:}“dsmmhtpdﬂu Walke
kamd, and there appears 1o be no evidence that he ever aciually lived om

S —
=g T Lmsd Geant Bowll 4000 5132
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these lands. He owned considerable property near Mew Bern,
] = E
time s}mﬂ'cd'l;mven Coanty. and served hm:mnma:fﬁ
highest offices in county government, that of justice of the peace for the
Craven and later Johmston County courts. Owning land also in varioas
nlhr_suimsﬂl’lhc colomy. b lived for a time in the anea that became
Ell.l.f:nr_tjuunry-an:lmzmrmﬂ moved on o Mecklenburg in 1he 1780,
_m:;:na]ﬂs‘“ Wake County land was eventually deeded to Easer Wake
There were doubiless other absentee lindholders like Macki
. [
!:]'u:al!u'c: coanicilors. Em_suunmﬂcum also mtﬂcun&u}aﬂqﬂ:‘&
in the area and made their bomes and farms upon it. Gradually the pace of
:u}:hwrrunl moneased and people began moving into the hithenio unpopu-
Hﬂ[ﬁ:l‘ﬂ:‘._ﬁl’l‘ﬂtl several directions. Thene was evolving a pattern of
selllcment which affected future Wake i a somewhat peculiar way,

" W grmety Crarves (Coers M
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Chapter 11
THE SETTLEMENT PERIOD

A PECULIAR SETTLEMENT PATTERS

A Late Settled Area.—As land along the coast was taken up wd i
additional acreage was available 10 newcomers, settlers began 10 pus
westward, especially along the river valleys. Strangely. however, &
though one of the principal nvers, the Mewse, leads directly imo o
through present Wake County ., few seltlers seem o have penctrated ol
inland as early as those who popolated other North Caroling regioss &
pround Wake. The pattern of settlement for mterior North Caroliss e
had the peculiar effect of leaving undisturbed the very heart of the fam
state, the area which eventually became the center of ifs goversmm

ther geographic features had their effect, as did the movesent o
groups of immigrants into neighboring colonies, To the east and st d
Wake, Craven County residents pushed farther and farther west 55
1730, principally along the Neuse, They wene moving ever inkind. 5
from their county seal, New Bemn, which contined (o be the cester
their governmental und court activities until the next docade whe
Edgecombe and Johnston counties were formed. In such numbers fad
they moved west of Mew Bern that it became necessary in the (781
calablish new centers of county government farther inland.’

Since by early in the eighteenth century North Carolina's coxital rops
was largely occupied, new arrivals from Europe were compelod b
inland 1o find available land. Scottish Highlanders began amving. me
by way of the then important town of Brunswick. They setiled in jass
groups all along the Cape Fear River valley as close to present Wake
Campbellton and Cross Creek, early numes for present Fayetevilke. [
the area directly south of Wake was setiled rather thickly some ik
before Wake itself. People from South Carolina moved up mmljnr'ﬂ:_
colony. especially slong the Pee Dee and Catwwba rivers, F'P"'h:_"
those portions to the southwest of Wake well befon: momne fhan & =¥
hardy souls had ventured into the wilderness of Wake. Al

Much of western North Carolina was setthed early by both Sctchi
and German immigrants who had gone first (o Pennsylvins s m.:,
south along the foothills of the mountains in scarch !-'fm'-d"'ﬂ”']“;_:-
lands. One of their reasons for settling so for o the west """"ﬂl"f"u:"_'u
inclination to live to themselves with their own kind, and po c
was necessary to English settlers who regarded them & foregee™

b Waglous lamsd pranis Coebetl, Formabloon of ke Cosedies, %, 1X-18
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with ihefr different language and religion. By the time of the Amencan
fevolution, there were estimated (o be 65,000 Scotch-Irsh and 25,000
(ermans living in arcas of North Carolina to the west of present Wake
County.*

'l.'irg;mam came inte the counties along the northern border of North
("grofina, as theéy had been doing earlier in the northern coastal region,
and some of them moved farther south into future Wake, Perhaps some
were second of thind sons of Virginin famibies who, because of the colonial
[aws of primogeniture, had little hope of inheriting family estates and scl
ot 10 establish their own estates in lands w the south yet unclaimed.

From ol directions, then, ulmost every anea of the colony had beguin to
ke settled carlier than that central section which eventually became Wake

Coanly,

Tramsients among the Newcomers.—Inevitably, however, the time
came when this central area of the colony began 10 have residents. Many
of the earliest among them were people who had lived around New Bern
and were looking for new farming land. After having depleted forests and
worm oul fiekds in the east, many a land-hungry farm secker had pushed
porth znd west slong the Meuse, gradually taking up most of the best
property between New Bern and the future county of Wake, Some of
those who came into the area stayed only briefly and then pushed on to
ihe west as the frontier moved more and more in that direction. Some
suyed lomg enough to wear out fields before moving on to seck new
pround. Many eighteenth-century North Carolinians thrived on hving
briefly af the frontier and moving with it. and this nomad tendency seems
i have gripped o sizable number of Wake's earliest landowners.

Mumes of some of them appear in minutes of the county courts. These
records show them performing in capacitics expected of responsible
citizenry. including the clearing and repairing of roads. serving on Junes.
and weing 1o the welfare of orphans, Then, within a few years, their
names appear in records of other counties in the same capacities farther
west in the state or beyond. Some of these. perhaps renlers or squatlers,
may never have had legal title to the lands on which they lived.”

Permanenr Residents.—There were those, obviously, who acquired
grants of land varying from 100 to 640 pores and seitled 'll"-“ll" 10 permi-
neni homes in the future capital county, The process of obtaining nghts 1o
stk on new band entailed reguesting a grant, getling the land w_r'-'r:j'cil.
ad receiving a legal document describing the location, bou r:daru:_-. and
conditions of the grant. In return for the land, settlers agreed Lo cultivale a
certain portion and pay yearly quitrents to the king {later 1o ﬂ_""‘_-in"'ml-‘]
through agents, Although there were several individuals and Families who
eradially amassed properties totaling many thousands of acres, there
weee far fewer large plantation owners in future Wake than in some of the
tastern counties and in neighboring Virginia and South Caroling. These

Eafln wnd Mowwome . (Vorth O eiding . 0-E
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small landowners lived om and cultivated their own kand, and possessed
fewer slaves (or none at all) than did the plamation aristocrats. That there
were some slaves as well as free Megroes in the Wake area within the firss
decades of Wake's setthement is evident from count records of the late
1750s and | 76Ds.*

From kand registry reconds. some early landowners' mames are known,
as wefl as ihe places they settled within presemt Wake. A few indicate also
the counties from which they moved., and some of the grants and sccom-
panying surveyoss” plats bear their signatures or their marks, Numerows
records, howewver, have been lost or destroved by fire over the years,
Thus it is possible 10 reconstnect only a partial pictare of the locations of
e Beomes of Wake's carliess s=tifers.?

It was no easy maztter to pick up whole families and all their pos-
sessions, 1o move from whatever degree of civilizaton they knew, and to
make a mew life I untamed wildermess. Some undoubtedly came from
comparatively gracious 1own o plantation IHe; olbers were desperatefy
poos. All bad 1o bring with them everything they could assemble 1o set up
farming and housckeeping operations from the grousd up.

How They Gou ro Walke, —Some few eastern families may bave utilized
the Neuse and Little rivers as a means of transportation, loading their
belompmes inko canoes or oo rafls as was mone commondy dose sear the
coast amd in earlier days. Bul as ibey made their way Gerher morih-
westward into fisture Wake, they found traveling against the current in-
creasingly difficult. Pam of rhe fall line area of cemtral Noeth Carofing is
inclheded in Wake Coumty, where mivers and streams run mone swifily and
cascade over rocks and Bedges.

Families traveling overland from the more setilfed east encoumiered
deep rmuts of sand or meed. since even main highways boested Eitle ditching
or drainage. Travelers from (b south throegh relatively fat terrain con-
tended with treacherows red clay which in wet weather was aflernately
slippery and sticky. and when dry bad axle-breaking ruts. Those who
came through northern and western counises confronted bazands of sieep
hifls and rocks, often harmed by immovable boolders.®

Darkness and ihe need for rest required overmight siops. Lucky werne
thase who armived at day’s cnd pear the homes znd farms of families
already sciled, some of whom shared bed and board bricfly. Oaheraise,
traveders made camp wherever night foend them., improvising whatever
comfort and safety from natural ememies their sarmoundings dictared.
Fewer and farther apan became the hospitable homes, and less passable
the roads as these families continued toward their newly granted lands.
What trafls there were had probably been made by the Indians, and lager
by far trappers and traders through the dense woods. The trails, often
conmecling one watercourse with anolher, probably followed paths wom
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wigh.::ﬂr by wild amimals, which instimctively chose paths of least resis-

Whar They Found.—At their destinations. the setlers found linde else
ihan woods and waler and wild animals. Whatever the location of their
nds, they chose within their acreages thase spats for budlding homses thag
wmmﬁuﬁmsm.ﬁummﬁmmwm:lrm
1l for the settlers. their animals, and their crops. Also, watening places
Wqﬂd:dmamﬁshmﬂgmeuthefuuﬂs'ﬁﬂdﬂb:nts.nmimﬂ
ﬁm'ﬂé“mm :uhrdﬁu::ulﬁu m“mmmmm : mrmmh

also ma i homes, 1o s mills i
for chothing and other wses. o

Whar's in a Name? Waterways, Woods, and Wild Amimals, —These
first families setibed. then, along the courses of the Neuse and its
I:I'Bh:‘lan:-.s. Emhbl_m: and Walnwt creeks. Poetic mames, these, and at
keast partially descriptive of some of the tress abounding in the woods of
Wake m carly setterment days. The names of both these cresks were
Fubahl_]rgnﬂﬂtmhrlm&rs.ﬂﬁmfﬁ.ammsim1hr
appear in Lhe carliest land grants as identifying landmarks for lecating the
n_::ugnmte-:l. New settbers gave names to others, All these names pro-
yﬂrarahnbkmmﬂﬂlwm'smumt&mw-lh: way it booked before
its wilderness gave way o civ Hom.®

ﬂ'ahmb:mﬁ olher varicties of trees, especially the white cak.
which has given its name to three different White Oak creeks in widely
separaie sections of the county. Other creeks and bramches whose names
were bormowed from trees incliade Sycamare, Poplar, Peachtres, and
Laurel creeks; Cedar Creek. Cedar Run, Cedar Frong. and Cedar Grove:
Reedy Creek and Reedy Spring Branch; Brier Creek and Juniper Branch.
El'!-: Iﬁu i nﬂﬂrimzhmﬂivcuiﬂwvmimrufummﬁminwm

ounty. mor even most prevalent. For example. althoegh early
descriptions flup:mly mention "abhﬂdhﬂme?ﬂ:siarﬁng pﬂ-un'lhﬁ'
naming the boundaries of land grants, there is po Hickory Creek in 'Wake
County. A laber community in castern Wake, however, became Hickory

-rl'lE"-\'FI'I.I!FE of the creeks themselves gave rise to descriptive names like
Crooked Creek, Crooked Rum, Steephill Creek, Stomey Branch, and Swift
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Creek. Rocky Branch and Ledpe of Rocks Creek are picluresque names
of morthern Wake waserways, descriptive of that section which ks most
Bke hill country of any in the county. Siores about Temmble Crock m
southern Wake and its behavior in flood season fully justify its mame; and
Dy Creck suggests an unhappy tendency of that watercourse. Mames of
others seem 10 describe the terrain around them, inclading optimistic Rich
Land. or Richiand Creek. and the less prodoctive sounding Marsh Crezk.

Wildlife the settlers encountered no dowbt was the inspiration for nam-
ing Panther and Wildcai branches, Buffalo and Moccasin creeks. One
outstanding creature of the wild known 1o have been distressingly preva-
lent and predatory was the wolf; Wolf Branch, however, is no longer
listed on Wake Counly maps as it was on earbier omes. There are Horse
Creck. Red Buck Branch, Buckhom Creek, and Doe Branch, and both
Owl and Turkey creeks. OF the smaller animals and thear hab#tats. ke
beaver seems to have been the most popular inspiration for mames, for
there are mo fewer than two Beaver crecks and four Beaverdam creeks
flowing within the boundaries of present Wake Coanty. Finally. there is
the inscrutable name of Haressipe. or, earler, “‘Hairy Saipe” Creek,
which appears in early kand documents bet for which no really safisfac-
tory explanation has been offered.”

Sowrces for [demtifving Serders.—Within a few years. the sumames of
some of the earfiest families themselves began to appear. 100, as names of
creeks and branches, indicative of the portions of the coanty in which
they made their homes. Examples are Barton’s, Hintos's, Hoase. Man-
nings, Powedl, Smith's, and Utley"s crecks. and Jones, Myalls, and Sim-
mons branches. A Httle kater the name Dutchman’s Branch or Creek was
given 1o that sowlbern Wake stream where 2 foreign-accented Eamily
pamed Franck setthed.”™

Hefpfial though they are, creek names are not the caly soarce for de-
termining the identities of the area’s earliest residents. Land grants and
deeds, together with mimutes of the county courts, wills, marriage bonids,
and private papers, all provide mames and bocations as well as events
imvolving Wake County's early citizens.

Ferst FasmiLies oF FUTure Wake

Earfiest Emewn Residents.—In the search for the earliest Wake resi-
dents several likely candidates appear from kand records. Among 1bese
are families named Bledsoe. Green, Heaton, Higdon. Himton, Matthews,
Mook, Myait, Powers, B—, Simmons, Terrell. Whitaker. and Wilkems,

v Land focements, mups, vrioes des; Powdl, WO Geonmerr. peiam; oose] Emasic. oS
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Seew Bory oty i the Hitk oondury froes T8 Hes , Tiwcnmas Hl Frnmlics. b Uhearbes H.
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and probably others.

A warrant to survey land on Meuse River f E
- r Joh
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actual resadence in the area appears in a Se he
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A May 1741 gramt to Robert Whataker, apparently un:wur:led -
scribes a large tract om Swift Creek. The locaton. mear Billingsglade
Branch south of Raleigh, is without question that in present Wake on
which he built the original portion of 1the Whitaker home. pusportedly in
l'll_';_'ll

Concerning & thind early resident. fobn Moak. there is no doubt he was
actually living in present Wake before Febnsary of that same year. Two
documenis dated February 23, 1743, describe land near Walnug Crcthﬁarnd
““Wild Cant™ Branch adjacent to *‘the plantation be now lives on.”" A
second plastation in the vicinity had also been occupied before that tume
h‘i“mﬁhﬂsﬂ—.mﬂﬂmbﬂmﬂ%m:‘:
crumbling 1743 land entry book. It is probable that James Sim ;
p:rtnaps“.’lgmn Simmons as well, had settbed in the area before cither Monk
or B . since “'James Simons' plantation’ is identified as adjoining
Monk's tract. and Simmons Branch is named as a location point for that of
R——. But available records do not include the fact tBat either was acfu-
ally living on the land a1 the time.'* _

The Myatt Famaly isan-nﬂuruﬂhrvtryeaﬂrmHM!hmﬂ:ﬂ
ufthelrgnnbshawmwnﬁuedh“tﬁuumrds.mublwru{ﬂm.
Mary Myatt, widow of Capl. Haltl{yml,ﬁnttdw she was ““oae of the
first setthers of this part of the country.™

Some time in the 17405 several families found their way to land above
the Great Falls of the Neuse im northern Wake County. John Terrell had
sedthed and built a mill on Hm&ﬂtm-ﬂ{ﬂmFﬂhby]m._Rﬂﬁ
granis were issoed im 1745 1o members of the Bledsoe family with the
four-generation Biblical names of Abrabam. Isaac, Jacob, and Bengamin,
on Horse Creek as well. Also in 1745 Edwand Fﬂ:]:v:rs-, John Heaton, and
Jobn Higdon received granmts in the Falls arca.

Another family residemt quite early in the 1740s was that of Edward
Green, who was abready Eving on land near Walnot Creek in 1745, when
John Monk acquined title to it by grasi 10 add o his eaddier holdings.
Porssiinly Green :nmhue-im]iuﬂnmdluhu!:hmiﬁqmumh
There is mo way of knowing when Green began to live on this land. or
whether he ever bebd title to it. He may have been among those pamercas
families who settied on unchimed land, built homes. and began farming
withow! benefit of parchase or grant, So inefficient was the eotire system

= Pomosropies of Whitaker prwet. dated Slay X0 T4, e by 'l'.ﬂ:EShi:-'l:h_lﬂ-lfw
bhomse, 11 Codomiall Prive. Babeigh . renmmwd “Frho Fouse™; also. brick dated 17F sid 8o Basve o
remored frioee. ¢ hesmaey of priginsl porteee of Bogse Name of wal oo ik ab sgaeliad Bl Clade
Hraacy
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of granting., issaing. and recoeding such documents that the General 4s-
sembly in 1754 passed a lengthy act dealing with ibe determination and
recording of land owmership in the increasingly widespread cobony.™

In addition to tke physical difficalty of going in person o one of the
whidely scatiered land offices. complicated procedures invodved in petimg
a warrant issoed for a sirvey and the expense of the survey itself contnb-
zied 1o the frequency with whach these legal niceties were megbectied,
Hundreds of sguane miles of unclasmed wildersess tempted the adventur-
oas settler, or the family whese farm lands back east were worn oul, Lo
find and Eay claim wpon new land for a fresh start. 1t was far simpler to
lake possession of a good farming area withoal the extra burden of legal
arrangemenls, or with the expectation of takisg care of those matbers a1
some later date. That some settlers newer pof around o0 legalizing their
chims is evident from the law passed in 1754 declaring those persoms
mghaful owners who had been in possession of such lands for at least
twenty years, There werne also instances of Eamiles being forced bo move
from kard they bad settled, when later settbers brought legal ckaim upon
:iT_”

Mystery Citizens.—Two mysienous mames appear m the 1740s which
well might be lbhase of viclims of just sach circumsiances, There were
evidently a Williams amd 2 Matthews whoe had lived om band that Henry
Bedimgfield aoquired in 1745, His grant for a 800-acre tract in eastern
Wake was described as being 1hat land “'where Williams and Matthews
formerly Bived.” What Williams? And which Matthews? How bong had
they lived there, and what happened 10 them? Were they sguasiters on the
kend and did they then have to leave when am official surveyor drew ap the
plat Iocating and describing the land 1hat was then legally Bedingfeedd's?
Oir had they possibly owned and forfeited the land by nonpayment of the
guairents., and then pushed on to ancther anrca™*®

Orher Early Fomilies—By mid-cenpary, thes: records, augmented by
others, reveal there were Familics in the area that is mow Wake County
named Alford, Bedingfield, Benton, Bledsoe. Giles, Greea, Heatom, Hig-
don, Hintom, House. Jones. Kilgoe or Kilgore, McCullers, Mcllroy,
Manthews, Miste or Myar, Mills, Mosk or Munk, Mormis, Pearson, Pow-
ers. Simmons, Smith, Terrell, Whitaker, and Williams, These are names
which occurred amd recurred im the reconds of commuanity life inthe young
middle-cection of the growing Morth Carolina colomy for many years,
together with others who came soon afier. '™
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Lo Geraaille s
Borh sides of Swiit Creek, in 1755, Asracked o rthis grant, or Vindemture, ™ is o plat
diese ribing the baond measored for him by surveyor Richard Caswell,-Jr., Jhree years
carfier. Apparently Miare tketer speled Myatl) Jad bailt @ home or other struciures
on the tite daring those three vears. since the grast mentions bis * Improvements.”
The land was ar dhe iime a pard of fobhaston County, (Grasrille Land Grests, Sraee
Archkives, Raletgh.)

egents granfed fodn Miare 500 ocres sosith of dee Newse River, om

By the end of the decade of the 1750s, there were at least another fifty
fammilies, and probably many others of whose preseace mo recosds remain.
Although some may have amived before mid-century. the following
names seem bo have appeared for the first time in records of that decade.
They include Allen, Anderson, Bartom, Belk, Beston, Bradford, Bunch,
Dixom. Fowler, Hall, Hardin, Handy, Hasghton, Herring, Hill, Holleman,
Holloman, Homey, Hunter, Hutchins, Johnson, Jomes. Joymer, Kerth,
Lamoa, Lane, Lawhon, Lee. Ligot or Legett. Loockerman, Lowery,
Lowther, McMNatt, Manming, Martin, Mobbley, (Olive, Patton, Pierce,
Tanner, Tarver, Thomas, Thompson, Tummer, Utley, Walton, White.
Womack, Wood, Wright., and Young.**

B Gt mad oot reomed prodatg |50 sepply e s s thear ocation i prevesd Bke . S
wh ppeal anoag fhe 45 tipatres o peliton, co. FTH-1 757, concermmng mlirary service of citizesn of
mpper Sobeuioa Comsry. WO, Goserpoe's (fice Pagers (Comnad Paperl, St Archives.
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LiFe atm Mip-CENTURY

Everyday Life.—Firsthand accounts of everyday life in Walke County's
carliest settlement years are virually nonexistent. Mo privase records in
the form of diaries or letters have come 1o light 1o give word pactures of
life at méd-ceptury. Many people could neither read mor write: and even
thiose who could were far oo basy clearing land., creating shelters for their
families and stock against elements and amimals, and wresting food from
the mew, mnproven soil. bo think of tarning imto reconded history the very
real history they were making. Amy word pictures, therefore, of early
Wake homes and their furnishings, marriages and births, illnesses and
funerals. childrem's educatiom, enterlainment, social and religious ac-
tivities, must be pieced together from bits and scraps recorded in the few
documenis that have swrvived, and From family stones handed down
through generations o present-day descendants.*'

There is ample evidence of the coatinging wild state of nature in the
area for many years. One account, supposedly from an eyewitness and
recorded at the time of ber death, is the obstuary of Mrs. Samuel Pearson,
née Mary Simmons, who as a child mowed with her parents from mear
Mew Bern in the | 740s. At that t5me, the obituary nelates, “‘bears, wolves
and panthers were so numerous bere. that it was with difficulty they could
prevent them from destroyimg their horses and canthe.,™ *

Panthers, wolves, and other “wermin.'” as the law descnbed them,
wiere still 50 pumeras in Wake County well after the Amencan Revolu-
tioa that the General Assembly enacted begislation for Wake and several
other countics remewing a decades-0dd law that offered a reward For killing
a panther, wolf, or wildcat and producing the scalp before a local magis-
trate as proof of its destroction. In 17648 there was im court “*an
affidavit of Wm. Hollyfield as having took the Life of 2 Wolf,” and he was
paid the prescribed bounty of ten shallings. As late as 1779 the Wake Count
paid double that amoumt for wolf scalps to Frederick Homeyoutt and
Thomas Deiver.**

An Intimate Famity Glimpse.—An infimate glimpse into the everyday
life of a mid-centary home is afforded throwgh reading the inventory of the
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belongings of a family named Banch who Eved on 300 acres of lind on
Baffale Creek in eastern Wake County. A nopslaveowning generation of
that family. they apparently were virtually self-safficient, raising and
manufactaring nearly every necessity themsefves. The carefally femized
inventory and the will of Paul Bunch, head of the household, fled with the
court affter bis death im 1771 supposediy lists everything the famaly owmed
al thal Cime ®*

The Bumch family had settled on Buffale Creek in the early 17505,
apparently bringing with them o the backwoods a few simple luxuries.
These imcbaded six books, & violim, a precious looking glass. a punch
bowl, some other treasured items of tablewase, and 2 single drinking
glass. They brought lumfbering and carpemtering tools, undoubtedly com-
structed their own hoose and outbusidings, and probably made most of
their furniture. They owned four axes, a crosscul and several smaller
saws, hammers, augurs. chisels, adzes, planes, and bits, as well as
blacksmith equipment

Onver ﬂxmuseufmndtmsm:}rzﬂuﬁnhﬂmﬂphmmm
Bunch family grew 1o mnclude two sons, seven dzughters, and several
sons-in-law. The dociements do nod reveal how many of them remaimed al
home, bt the house contained eight feather beds and 2 dozen chairs, in
addithon 1o a black walnul desk and chest of drawers, three tables, and
two chests,

The famaly tables coald be set with fifleen plates (probably pewter), a
dozen knives and forks, sevenleen spoons. six pewter dishes, one stome
mug. two carthen mugs, and that single drinking glass. Fireplace cooking
was accomplished with the aid of foor iron pods with hooks and a pot rack.
two skilleis, three fryimg pans, a brass kettle, and a ten pan, along with =
“larpe Brasc Spoon.” The hearth was fornished with a pasr of fire longs
and a fire showel.

For protection and for husting, Buach ocwned iwo guns, one of wiich
was a “*Buccaneer Gun.” Thirty-two head of cattle and a calf provided
meal s well as leather, and there were fifty hogs amd saxieen pigs, along
with the mecessary drawing kmives and a flesh fork for butchering. Sev-
enteen sheep, from which both wool and food were denived. were kept.
The nine geese and sinieen ducks contributed 1o their table fare as well as
to the filling of the eight feather beds. There was a stock of boney bees;
amd without goestion a farge postion of dailly food pecessites came from
garden. orchard, gramn field, and grapevine. There were wheat sieves,
meal sifters. and a spice mortar for preparing Bam prodece fgr home use.

“Plow hoes' and = variety of olker small farming tools indicate the
almost primitive seture of the hand-Exrming operations, in wiich the fam-
ily"s six horses were invaloable. The only wehicle in b2 possession was
a wheeled cart. Al the time of Bunch's death, there was both 2 man’s
saddle and a sidesaddle. and maternials for making addstions] saddles and

== Wl datnd (Dext. B8 78T, probusod Fuse 7771 sad mvestorny roomded Dec. 5772 Wake Cossty Clesk
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harmess. Some members of the family were evidemtly adept at the
cooper’s trade, For there were mumercas tools for making hogsheads,
barrels. and casks. as well as a gaantity of the finisked comtainers in which
iobacee and vanoas food prodscts were siored. For their homemade
Cider and other food and driak there was a case of bottles with six extras.
“4 common bottles,” two jugs, five tin cams, and “'2 piggins and 2 nog-
gins.’" On the place they manufactured nails and other metal necessities
with the aid of a well stocked blacksmith’s shop, and they prepaned
leather and made shoes.

Other pecessary domestic pursusts included the manufacture of cloth,
&ll the way from the growing of flax and wool, through its spenning and
mmmh#wﬂhwhﬂdlmnamiﬂn&mg,ﬂmmwﬂcm
knives amd carding equipment, spimmimg wheels of several types. a
““wellfixed Loom' and two pairs of tailoring shears. They had two wash-
ing tubs, two water padls, and six pewter basins, but no iron was listed
The family owned two candlesticks and doubtless made their own can-
dies. althomgh no molds appear in the mvenbory.

Moeey was a scarce commodity im the backwoods. Paul Bunch kad at
the time of his death, however, a pair of money scales and cash on hand in
the amoent of two English pounds in silver,

Oceuparional Diversificarion.—Like Bunch, most of the early Wake
planters were nonslaveowners and relatively self-sufficient in the produc-
tom of home and farm essentials. Gradually the practical necessity for
sharing work with neighbors caused some diversification of kbor and
skills. Some bailt mills for making meal and Bour for their households,
and began keeding or sefling their services 1o others. After | 758 all water
gnst malls were legadly considered ““publick’ mills, and permission from
the coonty oourt had to be obtained 1o construct any additional mills after
that year. To such a mill ewighboring grain growers would bring their
crops 1o be converted o meal or flower, paying 1o the miller a prescribed
percentage of the processed grain. ™

A very early example of this type of mill is the strocture called Yates
Mill on Steephill Creek in somhcentral Wake Cownty. The original mill at
tRat location is thowght 10 have been bailt by Samoe] Pearson in the 1750,
In addition to Pearson’s mill, and the earfier Terrell mill on Horse Creelk,
James Mcliroy had a mill oa the north side of Walnut Creek as early as
1751, Amoag the many later mills throoaghout the county, the following
are a few for which permission to build was granted by the county cowrt in
1he ket 17505 and 1760s: mills on Mine Creek bailt by 'William House and
Jonas Marshall; on Litle Middle Creek by Lodwick Tanner: at the *"Great
Falls of Crabiree™ Creek, the site known as Lassiter’s Mill; Jobn Giles
Thoemas™s mall built about 1760; on Smith's Creek the mills of Joshua
Haughton and Thomas Boykin; on Powells Creek, ‘“where the creek di-
videth.”" Henry Lyles's mill; a later mill om Horse Creck bailt by Fephtha
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Terrell; one oa Hair Snipe Creek by James Lynn, Sr.; oa Terrible Creek
that of William Normris; on Poplar Creek, Demcy Welch™s mill; and finalily.
on Walmot Creek, ““the Widow Streeter’s mill,”” probably built by
Charlton Streeter, of Streater.™

Owe additional mdll that bter seroed as a landmark in the official de-
scriptionm of Wake Cousty boundaries in 1771 was one bailt about 1760 by
David Mims, downstream from Lodwick Tanner's mill om Littke Middle
Creek. [t occupied a site that is actually just over the line im Johnston
County. In the kegslative act setting Walke off from Johnston Cownty in
1771, the dividing fine was drawn “berween Mims Mill asd Tanners old
Mill, 2"

As these mills became bndmarks, 50 dad some of the early trading posts.
and stores. Some of the merchamt mills dosbled as bolk. Im the 1750
Daniel Higdon had a trading post or store near the Falls of the Neuse,
where Jobn Higdoa had cwned land since the mid-1T40s. Assuredly this
powerful source of energy was used as water power for his or someone
else™s mill long before 1762, the carliest documented dase of legal owner-
ship of the Falls itself. It was in that year that Joseph Montfon of Halifax
Cousty acquaired tithe 1o 1530 acres on both sades of the Mewose, “inclodmg
the Grean Falls Joinng Deniel Hi "s lime.” Monifort had been clerk
first of Edpecombe and then of Halifax Coanty. later achieved disfinction
in other governmenlal affairs. and was the ferst and onky Morth Canolinian
1o be Prowvincial Grand Master of Masons m the American Cologses. As
first owner of the Falls of the Neuse, he was an early Wake bindbolder,
but mever a resident of 'Wake. His Wake County descendamts, however,
inchaded 1he Boylans, promisesl in early Raleigh.®®

Another eardy trading center was 5 Store™ above Powell™s
Creek, possibly begun by Capain Acquailla Sugg. The bailding, evadently
on a main road, was mentioned frequenily as a point of reference in
descrnbing road districts, beginming with the earliest surviving cosn min-
wies. boshua Sugg served as a constable in his home area north of Powell"s
Creek. was a liculesant in the Wake County militia. and later served as a
justice of the peace for Wake County daring the Rewolutionary War ®

It #s likely 1hat colioa and tobacco were not grown im great gquantities in
the earfiest vears. The available caliivating implemenis were crode; the
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back-breaking work was dooe langely by hand; the yields were lighi. Only
the relatively few skaveowners were shle to produce marke able quantities
of cotton and tobacco. At first there was litthe produce lefi from home
needs for most of Wake's pioneers to use for trading:; but eventually 1bere
developed trade with coastal merchants, especially in Mew Bern at the
mouth of the Neuse River. Farmers who could iranspost iherr produscis to
Mew Bemn were then able 1o exchange flour, pork, and whacco for com-
modities they could nod produce, such as tools, glass, and irea products
for building. sal for preserving food. and haxunies such as sagar. As the
Cape Fear River developed markets. products of eastern, sowthemm, and
westerm Wake farmers were traded im the area where Fayetteville Fater
developed. Morthern Wake residents traded with merchams st
Petersbang, Virginia, especially as their berds of cattle and bhogs grew
large enowgh o permil bartering them for other goods. ™

Evenizalily there were residents speciafizing i occupations oiber than
farming, mifling. and tradimg. The casiest such trades mentioned m court
minutes are those of canpenter, saddler, and wesver, and later shoemaker,
wheelwright. cooper, and spiaster. The minutes record the names of indi-
viduals to whom apprentices were bound in order 1o be taushi these
specific trades. In some slaveowning families, some of the Negroes de-
veloped skifls in trades sach as housebailding, carpenary. blacksmithing,
shoemakimg, amd the lle, 2nd these trades both for the house-
holds o whach they belonged and for hire "

There were few professional men in the frst several decades of settle-
menl. Among the allomeys who praciiced in the focal court, at least two
were Wake residents during part of their legal careers. These were Jokn
Rand and Broenfield Ridley. Others. probably not local residemis, were
John Williams, Jr., James Forsyth, Thomas Gray. Joseph Taylor, and
Adlzi Osbome, ™

Dt concerning local physicians are even mone scarce. The names of
tweo wited practiced medicine in Wake County prior to the American Rev.
olution are known, although their homes may have been elsewhere. These
are Dr. Valentime Awston and a *“Doctor Bovakin. ™

Available documents thus far reveal the identities of B0 resident cler-
gymen in the Wake area until well after the Revolstionary War.

Religion gnd Edscanion.—An oocasional traveling preacher probably
provided the only exposure to formal religions exercises afforded most
early Wake County residents. It is certain thai few focal congregations
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were onganazed and few churches were built during the settlemenl period.
There s proof, however, of two pre-Revolutionary churches in Wake
County. both of whach heve bad comlinnous existence sence their forma-
tion. The first. mow called Middie Creek Primitive Baptist Church, is
located as its mame sappests om ket wabercourse i Pandber Branch
Towmship near ihe Johnston Coanty line. Tt was established a1 least as
early as 1756 and perhaps earber. and originally called Three Crecks
Church because its members lived on Swift, Maddle, and Black creeks im
the area. The church is said to have been received imio the Charbeston,
South Carolina, Baptist Association in 1757, There are references to a
chusrch buibding. or *“chappell™ there as carly as 1759, an or wery near the
site of the present church. By [761 B was referred 10 as “Maddle Creck
Chapped.” ™

_ MIDDLE CREEK
*PRIMITIVE. BAPTIST CHURCH

ESTABLISHED 1756
MEETING TIME
SAT 230 PM. BEEFORE
Z2HE SUN 800 AM

-
A ronfesmporary sign marks the localion is Fnuh-rr ﬂ'r:n.u:!l Towmukip of Wake
County’s obdest confinuing religions congreganion, onganized in or begfore 1756 ax
Three Creeks Church. Esrly memabers were re sidenrs of areas arosnd three creeks
mamed Swilt, Middle and Black creeky. Fhey later chose the name of one, and
costiege [0 by called Middle Crerd Priminive Bapris Charck,
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The other pre- church, the Mew Light (now Baptisi)
Church #n northern 'Wake County, was orgamized in 1775, and is re-
peakedly refesred o in cown reconds as “"MNew Light Meetimg House.™ Tns
name desives from a mid-cighteemth-century movement, away from es-
tzblished churches, by people who were cafled ““New Lights.”' Sub-
sequentdy Mew Light Towmnshdp (earlier, * Districl™) in which the church
is bocated. took its mame from that religioss group. as had a creek in the
same ares,™

Mo data have come 1o light bo indicate that any religious denominations
sponsored schools in ke coanly in the cighteenth century. as was the case
elsewhere m Morth Carofine, A rare reference to “ike Odd School
House,” evidemtly im morthwestern Wake, occurs in the county court
minutes for June 1777, Otherwise there is linke evidence of any orgamized
school m Wake County prior to the 17%0s, The matter of education was
krgely tbe private concern of any Esmilses with sufficient resowrces 1o
help their children aoguire leamning. The majority gasned what eduocation
they had at home. Alibough it is evident that many eardy Wake residests
were illterate, some paremts were their own children's teachers. In other
homes, 1tors engaged for one family were shared among neighboring
households. for which purpose a few dowbiless consinected separabe spall
school baoildings. Some few Eamilses were able 1o send their chilidren away
o baarding schools in other bocalitees, and a rare few, abroad

Afier 1762, a provision wrilten into a faw perlaining 10 orphans asd
apprentices provided some measure of assistance toward the rudiments of
an education for poor children. The law required that any master to whom
orphans or others were apprenticed teach his apprentice ““or cawse him or
her 1o be waught, to read and Wite,'™

Community Life: Court Week.—There was no real town near any of
Wake Coanty's carly setthers. The heant of their imleracting community
life was the county court which met four times each year in the place
designaled as county seat. From the 1740s until 1771, their county town
was miles away from most. far down Mewse River near presest Clayion
and bier Smithfiedd, since most of them were then citizens of Johnston
County. It was to these distant pEaces they had to journey if they had
business with the court or were called wpon to participate im fls 2c-
tivilies.

These quarterly sittings of the county court required the attendance of
dozens of cilizems 10 serve as wilmesses or jurors, 1o report Bax assess-
memls and collecions, 10 register their livestock marks or brands, 1o e
dords or wills or claims regarding estates, w0 be named guandians 1o or-
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phaned children, or to have poor children apprenticed 1o them.

Al every session, other people nod actually involved were attracted
from far and near, i only for excitement and a change of pace from the
everyday humdrum. There were also those who came with prodisce 1o
trade, and a list of items noeded for the farm and home which might be
obtaimed from others who would be there. Thus it is Ekely that these
three-to-five day court events took on the appearance of a county fair of
sorts, al least outside the counbouss.

Meanwhibe, inside were sitting three or more of the crown-appoimted
but local justices of the peace who pressded over the sessions, made
decissons reganding county povermment, set tax rates, appointed collec-
tors. arranged appremticeships, and in all ways fusctionsd as ibe local
governang body in both judicial and administragive matters, ™

The minutes of these sessions which have sarvived fire and loss ase
terse but telling, and are valasble sources of Wake's colonial history. In
them are recorded the names and activities of hundreds of the local
citizensy who held positions of keadership in both brain and brawn catego-
ries. They participated in the govemment in their county im various
capacities. Some held the highly prominent and influential positions of
Justices; there were always a coun clerk. register of deeds, sheriff and
deputy shernfis, other officers at variows times, and captamms of the dis-
bricts into which the county was divided for organizing citizens. Many
others who mever beld prestigious appointive or elective offices were
nonetheless importan o the development of the commanity . building and
repairing public roads and bridges. collecting taxes and paying their owm,
and serving on juries for civil or cmminal cases. Minustes of these couns
hint at but achsally tell liatle abowt the relative kawlessness or law-abiding
hab#ts of the people. The jury cases recorded certainly do pot typify the
bebavior of average citizens., though they do reflect crimisad behavior.
misdemeanors, quarrels and anpaid debts, and possibly downright mean-
Bess om the part of some. "

The Colonial Inm, or Ordimary.—Those who joumeyed froen afar to
atlend cournt week sometimes had to stay overnight at the cownty seat,
Food. drink, and lodging might be found with friends. or as paying guests
im the homes of cenain citizens who had applied for and received licenses
o operate taverns. or ordinanes, & their dwelling houses. Such a license
required the host 10 “'find and provade in his or her said Ondinary, good
wholesome and clean Diet and Lodging for Travellers; and Stable. Fodder
and Corn, or Pastsrage and Comn, as the Season shall require, for their
Horses.™ Rates were fived annually by the court. In 1759 a traveler could
spend the might for four pence, get dinner for a shilling and breakfast the
next mormang For eight pence. The hostler would pasture his borse for a
day and might for four pence, or for a total of five pence keep it in a stable
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and feed it a bundle of fodder.*

The equivalent of the Sunday blse law was in operation then. A specific
provision of the lcemse was that the osdinary keeper “*shall not suffer
umbywful Gaming in his or ber House por sell Liquors on the Lord's Day
to any Person, by which such Person may be intoxicated.” On amy other
ﬂ.ﬁqimrbylr:drlﬁﬁa"mddy"lurby!]':pﬂunmﬁulruﬁemdﬁw

These ordinaries were to be found in many places in the area that
became Wake Counly, especially at the homes of people living near
well-traveded roads. Most ordinanies were kept as a sadeline by persons
whose primary occupations were farming or some other trade. Among the
early ordinary operators wene several individuals whose places of enter-
tainment. as well, were destined 1o figure prominently in Wake County's
history. The houses of Lodwick Tanner and David Mims, for example,
were used as landmarks in the 1771 law establishing the boundary lime
between Joknston and the new county of Wake. Near John Giles
Thtﬂms'suum:llthaﬂiufEmhﬂHt}mtmamiﬁaﬂmpﬂm
duning the Revolutionary War. Charles Sims’s ordinary was a frequently
meslioned landmark at the Falls of the Mease. Isaac Hunter's Tavern is
famous for its selection in 1758 as the poimt within tea miles of which the
capital city of North Carolina was ordered to be situated. These ordinary
Boenses were all issoed in the 1750s and 1760

Perhaps the most famous of these early ordinaries, however, was that
operated by Joel Lane at his home, mear which the first Wake County

se¢ was busll. The county court held at least two sessions a1
Lane's. The North Carolina Council of Safery mer there August 21-18,
IT76. as did the General Assembly of 1781. The commissioners to select
the capital site coaducted their balloting there in 1792 and established the
City of Raleigh on pant of Lase’s plantation, immediately adjacent to his
m_ll

Milizary Dvity.—The men of the families, from sixtecn to sixly, were
required by law to serve in the militia, which imvolved muslerisg Toar
timses & year in bocal companies, and standing ready 1o be called to active
duty shoukd emergency dictate. Several categories of people were exempt
from military duties, including ministers (other than Dissenting
preachers). praclicing attormeys and physicians. former military officers,
the clerk of count, and citizens operating public mills or ferries. These
were all considered esseniial services. %

" Delipery bodrer. Mlniraond Comty MivcrSacoss Cowrt Boconds 1758795, Sase dechive ; Fobesion
Comrt Msstre, July 79 sor ahe Creimsden. “Cheriand Tirwnel, ™ 28597,

= Ondeagry Boesse, Jobasioa MlnorBsseses Coon Reoosds

9 Ty Bocass pecorded i Jobwesnon Cosn Messtcs, bay (799 Meen (2 1787 Thomas. 1 261
Samn. Jam. (T4 Hasser, Feiy, M08 See MO, Lavwrn, (7P (T, . 20 b e Bk, chagy & Lassiter’s
bl operatiod for muny years o Fulls of Craboree. & busldep Bowphll 0 compres i beied o portea of e
wrpmad § M Hisstiot s Tarvers sorveved e 586 ] 0 B bapodirsed v st of Uil Wil Fove= Toomd) besra s,
Crabiree Croch mad the faeldiser. See below, chap. 1.

* Defimonry Borerss icsned 1o Jool Lame, Walie Coen Mlimatey Jaae [771: 19, Sre bollow. chagps. 7. 4.5,

ML Lpwn, 1T o 1, oontieecd i N7, Lown (799, ¢ d



] WAKE: Capital County of Nortk Carolina

The Fremch and Indian War campaigns were conducted at the froptier
of North Carolina. In the early stages of that conflict. in 1754, Governor
Anbur Dobbs sent orders to the militia officers in every cousty *“to send
me an exact list of the men in their several districts capable of bearing
arms, with an accoust how they are armed & whal ammanitioa they
bad.”" Replying for his area Col. Lewis DeRosset of the Jobnston militia
indicated the1 since his was “am Inland County,” and there were ““no
nations of Indians near,™ his people were “'mot much exposed.” As for
being prepared for other emergencies, however, although most families
had guns., he contimued, the people in general were *“wery poorly

} s

Of the ten compamies of malitia listed in DeRosset’s regimental returm,
at least three were commasded by residents of the western Johaston
section that became Wake County. These were Captains John Hintom,
Edward Powers, and Willkam Speight. Presumably the men in their com-
pamies were also residents of the same peneral area; but extant reconds are
unclear whether these companies were actually caled 1o fight in the
French and Indian War or whether selectees of volumicers represented
the county. Among those few residents of fsture Wake County known to
have served was Abraham Hill, who kater was named ose of the oniginal
justices for Wake County and was at one time chairman of the court, and
his brother, Henry Hill.**

In Govermor Dobbs’™s comrespondence for 1757, there is one vague
statement o the effect that in Johnston Coenty ““there was a Riot omce
upon draaghing [sic | men from the Militia.” The record does not indicate
what part of Johnston was involved in the riot, nor what the ouicome of
the mcident was. "

By 1761 or earfser, Capt. Joha Hinton had been promoted to major of
the Johnstom Regiment under Col, Samwel Smith, who, like DeRosset,
was a resident of the area that remained Johnston after the lxer division.
Other Wake area captains wene Theophilus Hunter and Edward Mobbley.
Later captains in the decade were Benjamin Hardy, Johm Rogers, and
Simon Twmer. Serving as licutenants ander them were John Hintoa, Jr.,
Comelsas Keith, and Samuel Pearson; and as ensigns. Rewben Hunter and
Hardy Sanders.™

An interesting list of names was returned in the late 1760s as *"A Troe
List of Soldiers Commanded by Capt. Simon Tumer of Redgement [xic ] of
Johnston,” which reads like 2 Who's Who for the Wake section of
Johnston County in the mid-cigheenth century. Virtually afl the names
listed are those whick also appear in cournt records or land documents that
help to identify them as Wake area residents. Tca Atkins was licutenant;
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Hardy Sanders was ensign: and the three sergeants were lohn Miase
William Speight, Jr.. and David Darnall. The list is signed by Jesse Lanc,

TrOUBLE % THE BackwooDs

Money Problems.—In the mid-1760s, the continuing costs of war and
consequent spiraling taxes resubled in increasing financial difficulties for
citizens of Nosth Carolina. Especially hard hit were the farmers of the
central backwoods area, such as Orange Coanty and the Wake portion of
Johnston. Because they did not have access by water o ports of trade,
citizens of this area derived Hitle cash imcome from their Barm products.
Local purchasing of goods was mostly by baster, or exchange of com-
mmﬁm: momey was extremely scarce ®!

_ to their difficulties in paying the burdensome bt Lanes
mpﬁqdbrﬂh!tginwasmcmhhmcfdmﬁmﬁmmhﬂmu
collections officials. Nearly all local officials were appointed by 1he colo-
nial governor, and not Jocally elected. Sometimes these officers were not
even ressdents of the counties they were appointed 1o serve. There we
fmummm@mmhyﬁwmﬂmmm
amoants in laxes, scxved property in lieu of prompt payment. or charged
and withheld Earge sums of tax momeys instead of paying them into the
counly or provence treasury. An official investigation in 1770 revealed
lhatﬂfﬂhm&ﬂ hﬂﬂs“ﬂ‘tﬂﬁ:"“ﬂtﬂn'"ﬂ!ﬂﬁi'ﬂl‘ﬂlﬁkhhﬁ
jportvons of the taxes over a decade or more had never bee
the sheriffs to the government.™® i
ﬂmﬂwﬁﬁﬁciﬂmwﬁgchﬂsif:ﬁnaﬂrﬂﬁmmunﬂ
as attorneys, who were Beensed by the povernor 1o practice im any county
mhwﬁmgznmmudbylhepmﬁtuidwgingumﬁumuﬁm
hhﬂmmm,mm1mm1mw
came more and more widespread. especially in Orange County. where
accusations of malpractice by local officials seem 10 have beem most
frequent. There is htle doubd. however, that Exrmers in the area filt the

pi.:hl;ndnuhimsaswclaﬁlhs:hnhﬂﬁﬁl in huge. sew Orange

The Regwlarors.—Gradually, there developed an organized resistance
o corrupd local officials. The movement was especially intense in Orange,
Just west of Wake, whenre unrest and dissatisfsction was met by armed
force on the part of Col. Edmund Fanming. an “owtsider’™ who held the

=M Tree (Lisi of Sofers. Commandod by Cagpt. Somon Termer of Bedpoment i ol Fobermoa ™ nd.
lﬁnh#lﬂ;k.#.[.h%ﬁﬂ_nﬂwm.hﬂhﬁ
P athar e, 52 et o s Folen are ried [ i
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* Orange Comaty, formed im 1777 from the sestern portion of Fohmsacs sl from sfer comaties.
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rfial Yocal office of register for Orange County. The Regulators an-
medﬂmlnntﬂ local taxation and Sees abuses were corected, they
would pay no more of either. When the property of some of them was
seized, they resorted 1o viokence, within the Orange county seat of Halls-
Tmmm gh was Eamiliar to mamy Wake citizens as the place some had
t0 go as jurors for District Superior Court held there twice each year.
Doubtless there were numerous citizens of futare Wake within the ranks
of the Regulators and their sympathizers. In April 1768, Royal Governor

i succecded Dobbs, issved orders empowenng

mwm;mdwmmoﬁ%muﬂﬁmmmu{
several Regulators charged with acts of vickence.

in Wake?—Governor Tryon undoubtedly followed the

mumﬁmmwﬂ from the coast, which traversed presemt Wake
Cioumty. P:ﬂdﬂyhchdlak:nhishﬂr_ahqhqﬂmmmnufﬂn
h.:u:ITﬂhHitﬂ.mTqﬂMﬂﬂtEﬁngmﬂlﬂﬂ-ﬁ_ﬂﬂhhﬂnlmanﬂ
!ﬂl}.whih!htﬂtgamﬂnwnu‘sﬁ:hxmh:mgmmuﬂatﬂcy
Bern. Tumap:ﬁ:hralandmmm!ﬁuf.mml SUMMETS. Tqm;
said 1o have established a *“sammer capital” in Hillsborough. hirﬂ-r:_r
his dated Jume 1768, indicates that be planned that summer [0 go “'up N0
hh:ct-::wnln-,--fmlhthntmulh.s.."lti.t_snmm‘:h}mumpﬁ-
amwhkhmthdﬁm.hhurctp@nrdmhﬁmhm-
mmut"m}ﬂidm&aﬁhmhﬂmmnwhm,m
ﬂtfﬁghuinlhntﬁﬂymummnﬂmkrmmumﬂmgmymﬂ
which gives the inhabitants im the former a great advantage m pont
health. '™ -

this. trip were an ansual summer habit, 1he entire Tryon famsly may
'n-g I:n'l.'-:wb:mqu'u-!: familiar with that part of present Wake County
mmghwhthlwuaﬁhd.aﬂhamhmwnprmmﬂywhcﬂpm-
pl:hwmmawmymswﬂu#lw.mu:}ﬂt;ﬂ
wiich would soon be a separate mm:rt-eanngﬁrs._Tm}n.smutn
pame of Wake. It would also be cafled 51. Margaret’s Parish, in her hooor,
Margaret also being the mame of their daughter, seven years old that
summer.**

fauing L) —During ke July 1768 tmals at HiHs!mT_ﬂugh
sﬁﬁlﬂm E:n::mar Trgrg ondered militia from several counbics o

BT T 1 o Coll. Famsing:. Apr. 7. F7A8, Seemdors. Colowmial Rrconds TI1E.

“:r.{“. Jﬂr}:& peziod (Collet, TTAL aeell Mioauron. 1775 show Mmﬂ.ﬂnﬁ-ﬂ
ey ST ling ment the appeoaimats cmter of presenl T#C_?.“'EIF;ET“. -
f—ﬂum_m?‘l:mhumimﬂﬁh_llﬂ: Ii..wm .'q:r-
Rkt bod 1 The Wyt Cavoding Gasdy  £57; ‘Willism Trpoa te Eard Hillboroegh. L
15, T, NUC. Gowermor™s Letier Book 1:197- P98, 108358, St Arcleves

o vkl el ascey Faywood. Goeremes Trocos off Mok Cerolles, 2.
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be present to insure protection for the comn. It is unclear wisether thet
portson of the Johnston militia commanded by fulune Wake's Maj. Jobn
Hinton was called, although some writers have indicated that it was,3®
The results of the tnals proved 1o be solutions neither for the prohlems
of the govermor nor for those of the complaining citizens. Abuses con-
tinued im Orange and elbsewhere. As differences between Regulators and
tocal officials widened, and the General Assembly seemed show 1o take
steps to mend them, the Regalators resorted to fiarther acts of viokence,
Bwlessness, and termonsm. In August of that summer, as the BONEFIOT
recalled im later correspondence with Earl Hillsborough, “‘about eighty
men came bo the court of Johnsiom county, with an intemtion to tsm the
Justices off the bench. . . . The Justices thought it prudent, tho® the first
day of the court, to adjourn the cowrt for kag term. wpon the nodice of 1he
insurgents approach.™ The actual mimutes reconded simply the fact that
“the court are urged to adjoum to the Court in Course, without fEnisking
the necessary Business. . . ."" Govermor Tryon's account concludes:
“They immediately collecied some gentlemen 2nd others, who were the
friends of povernment and attacked with clubs the insargemts, and after a
sman skirmish drove them oat of the freld. "™
Al the following (November) term of court, two Hems of expense in
connection with the incident were recorded. The first was paymend of
thirty-five shillings and two pence to William Rand. Jr.. “‘for Going as
Express [evidently with mews of the riot] to his Excellency the Gover-
nor.”” The second item., which was not allowed, was a special expense
accoant remdered by the shenff ““for necessary manlenance for majesiy’s
lege Subjects in opposing the Mob in this County at kast Court.” Probably
the justices considered such protection in the line of the sheriff's duty.*
Mker similar incidents continued to take place throughoa the central
and western portions of the colony. Governor Tryem wrole several letters
to the British Board of Trade urging financial relief for his Morth Carolina
suhjects, who constantly complained of the lack of specie. He was unsuc-
cessful in this effort, however. Fartbermore, his unpopularity with many
western residents increased, not only because of the Regulator-stxed
grevances, but also becaase of what many consadered extravagant use of
mfﬂhmﬂﬁulmm.mm@ﬂmmmﬁdﬁmﬂ
government bailding was completed during 1770, in time for the De-
cember 5 comvening of the General Assembly.™

™ Mary Hilleard Fiwicn weoes m 1902 “Is 68, whes Gowrrao Tryos belid § consnbhatew o Hilly-
hﬂ-.:h....mmm;mﬁm"miuﬂcmﬂfhtunmdﬂ:
peatiemen wivo seaded e confereac:. ™ Havioa, ~Colomtl Fole Hintos ™ 75 Marshall Dl sncey
Fawsoad e PR wrole: “ia they o opedtion of 768 oae of dhe officess = the Cecwermoe ™1 mrmry ‘woms Mlajor
Jodey Himion -hwd-n‘rh:ﬂﬂaﬂ-mh-}ﬁhhcn-}“ Mlerabadl Delaecey
Firyrwood, “The Gerasstis ol Wake: Cossty, ™ M0, Boebivs § Gk 198505, Neither sethor Cies & source.,
Arcondag W Wilkem 5 Powrll “this body of men s, dress from Rouas, Mecitentnry . Gererille mad
Omege commtion. ™ Powell, Wor of she R paiorion 115,

Y Powell, War off she B gulaioy, 16 Welien Tipes ko Earl Flswbaorough, Dec. 34, 1768, N.C. Gower-
s [Letter Bowh 1312
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Action &.'_. hl". .f.]'r",rr”; A_ijrﬂhj}la_lﬂt |l.'-:l.'!-t oane nﬁhtﬂl :frl,ﬂur:- “"-.'
County was present in New Bern for the December 1770 meeting of i
General Assembly. During thal session the assembly began passing i
designed to reform the corrupt practices of local officials about which
Regulators complained. He was Joel Lane, one of the two Johnus
County representatives 1o that session. Legislation enacted included by,
dealing with the appointment of shenfls for the counties and ther due
and the regulation of the fees which county ll_:l'ﬁl:l.a.]s and atlormeys ol
charge. At the same time, the assembly was in the process of accedig s
other requests of residenis of the larger frontier counties 1o subdvik
these into smaller povernmental units and was creating four new oot
including one 1o be called Wake. ™

Even as these reform measures were being adopted, o rumor reacked
Mew Bern that Regulators from Johnston and other counties were mas
ing in Cumbertand County to march on New Bem, where the asusth
wis meeting. The governing body felt that drastic steps had to be bk
and moved quickly to adopt measures for dealing with emengencics md
enforcing the law by use of the militia, Through the **Johnston Biot Ao
{»0» named because Samuel Johnston introduced the measune) the gover
nor wias empowered to call out the militia whenever he felt it mecessiry
enforce the laws ™

In the following spring. this military authorty was [o involve rosiesl
of future Wake in armed combat, one of their first duties as cilizens of e
new, separate county of Wake, which was even then in the pracess o
being created.

T

= MLC. Denerul Assembly, The . (T
Powell, Wair of s ;:H,ql_fl'" "I",r:" sarna af tive Mowse of Comeean af Mork Carales,
e v o the Gevernor's Council, Dec. 4, 1750, in N.C. Goversor's Lester Bock 108% Lol
. il anling, 176; Posell, W of the Brpulariin, 17

Chapter 111

THE COUNTY'™S BIRTH

A County Bors v TurMOIL

Wake County’s birth, in 1771, occurred in the midst of the turbulent
Regulator period of North Carolina’s history. Involved on both sides of
e trouble were Wake residents. most of whom had been Johnston
(cunty citizens before the division. Others, living in the present southemn
portion, had been citizens of Cumberland; and those in the western part
had belonged to Orange County, then many times its present size, and
considered the very hean of **Regulator country.™

Reasons for Creating the New County.—There were both political and
practical reasons for the creation of Wake and of three other counbies
which were even deeper in Regulator country, the same year. Precipital-
ing the General Assembly’s decision to subdivide several huge western
counties where Regulators were numerous were the Regulator uprisings
themselves, The lawmakers felt that more control could be exercised over
the “insurgents”” by dividing their counties.” : :

There were, however, considerations from the standpoint of law-abid-
mg citizens as well. The population in these central and wcsl.-uf—u;:n{ml
portions of the colony had grown rapidly. Citizens there desired and
deserved greater representation in the General Assembly and new polit-
cal units would entitle them to additional members. There wr:re.alw prac-
tical reasons related 1o their personal convenience and well-being. Some
residents of future Wake communicaled these reasons to the General
Assembly meeting in New Bern in December of 1770 in the form of
petitions, a8 did other citizens farther west.® y

(me of the Wake area petitions, signed by residents of what is now the
swouthwestern part of Wake. together with their neighbors o the west in
peesent Chatham County, urged the governor and the assembly to take
part of the southern portion of the oversize county of Orunge and create
from it & separate, smaller county. The new county scal, it Was ur!:u':'.ﬂ.
would be more easily accessible from their scattered homes, l'nr_alt:rld‘ms
“leneral Musters, Elections of Burgesses and vesteryimen [séc § amnd ai
Courts as witnesses and jurymen.’* Many had to travel as often as four

Uoweraar Trjon wiobs o it i the crraton of Cuilied Cousty ™ was. in e
S ming uﬂnmiﬂir p..llmuﬂ-mm_-- bt i sl fowr, e sisbalirvimion of Lhe
feget cvmmten. ' secmed & mesaure highly lﬂnun-fmﬂci'mﬂﬂfmﬂ'him*rﬁ' wEfE
sars ool .~ Tryon as Fael Hillsboweugh, Mar, 12, 1771, N.CC Wm-r_'- Lﬂ.ﬂ' B, 123K

' Pettions of imbalitants of Dvange County ssd of Rowsn County. m 8.0, Coweral Assembly, Logisle
e Papers, ITH1TT1, Susde Archives
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times a year the *“vast Distance™ from ibeir homes o the Orange County
seal of “* Hillshburrah™ for these purposes. Inadequate roads and tbe diffi-
culty of crossimg ““mamy Large Water Courses™ nol only pe lbem to
“wery Considerasble hardships and Incomvences™™ [sicl bul also often
made them “*Subgect to have fines and Forfibades fric |for not attending the
regaired miflitary, voting. amd coan doties.”™

A Birrh Dave Stared wink Three Dher Counnies, —Im creating four mew
coundies in the inkand section of the colony. the coumal and assembly
complied not oaly with the governor's jodgmemt that smaller policicad
undls woudd Belp tighten control over the Begulators, bat also with com-
plainis of some of 1he citizens themselves. The other three were Chatbuam .,
Guilford, and Susrmy counties, each of whach originally was Ear larger 1ban
its present sige.®

The =ct creating Wake County was totake effect on March 12, 1771, the
earliest of the effective dates of the four new counlies, Simélar wording in
the four acts explaimed that the older counties were so large as 1o “render
it greivows and Bornhensome™ as well as “'extremely Difficull and ex-
pensive’” for mamy imhabitznts Bving greal distances froen their county
seals po “'do Publec duties,"” that is, to ""ateend the Courts. General Mus-
ters, and other Pablic Meetings thengim, ™"

Jael Lane as Introdwcer of the Bill.—The bill Lo establish Wake Courty
was inrodoced in ibe House of Commons on December 17, 1770, by the
representative from the western area of Johnston Coumty, Joel Lane.
Pricr to presenting his ball. Lane read to the House a petion “from
Sumdry Imhabitants of Johaiston County therein Praying a Division of the
said Coanty be made.”” The setting for introduction of the Wake County
bill was some umdentified room @ New Bern other than the Counci
Chamber of the Govermor’s Palace where the upper honse or Governor's
Council met. That room may Bave been the Craven County Cownhouse,
or perhaps the 1766 schoolhoase im New Bern where the General Assem-
bly had met prior i completion of the palace ®

Successhial in secunng an affirmative vose on first reading in the House,
the bill's imtroducer, Joel Lane, along with Representative Walier Giltrsom
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These portioms of phee bepinfotive
aor creavingy Wake County show
the names “"Wake™ amd 5L
Maargaret’s'” apparcmtly mapplied
m spaces evigmally lgfr Blank.
The opeming words sfafe ome rea-
som for crealing fhe aew ooy
" Whereas the large extemt of the
said pounnies off Johesioe Cam-
berlnd and Orange readers @
greivons and Berthenrome ro
maosy of Lhe fnbabitanrs thereaf o
arend the Cowrs (eneval Mas-
fevs and orher Pablic MWeevings

thevein . . . " (Maneccrips bl in
Legislative Papers. Srere Ar-
whives. |

from Cumberfand County, walked from the meeting room of the House 1o
the grand mew councid chamber im the palace to deliver the bill 1o the
upper bouse. On January 2. 1771, after some amendments and many trips
between the two meeting places, the Council completed the third reading.
passed the bill, and ordered it 10 be engrossed. The bill was returmed to
the House of Commons where it had originated. and was given its final
reading there on Satarday, January 3. It received Governor Tryon's ap-
proval on Tuesday, January 15, 177L.7

The Lady Whom Wake County’s Name Homors.—I is obvious from an
examinatson of the oniginal manuscript bill creating Wake County that its
onginators did not formally propose a mame for the new countly at the time
of its introduction. The document appears 1o have been initially drawm
with blank spaces for the county and panish names, and 10 have had
mﬁcmda_tmhurljm:ﬂmmwmmrﬂwm}'m&_ Mar-
garel’s as its parish designation. Minutes of 1he two houses of the General
Assembly show that it was not until December 26, the date of the second
reading i the House of Commoas. that the bill was given its complete
tidez **A Bill for Erecting Part of Johnstoa, Cumberland and Orange

' N.C. Nowr Jowrnal, Diec. [T, FTPRS0, Fan 5, 15, ETTR:14E, T78:; M.C. Generd Aisembly. The Fowrmd
of the Gorvemaes Cosmnl (epper boese of Grseral Assemblyl. Doc_ 17, 770, lan 21771 dompaged.



4 WAKE: Capita! County of Novth Caraling

Counties into a Separate and Distinct County, by the Mame aof Wake
County and S1. Masgarets Pansh.”™

Tb:in-wnﬂsmnimnm hint 2s to who saggested the names Walke and
Margare1 honoring the wife of the governor, the former Margarel Wake.
Wy.ﬁmMMMmhmwhﬁmshrwﬁﬁ
cally as the honoree. Except for a few mincteenth-ceniury romaniecists
wh:ﬂbmrﬁudmaﬂm?mrnmg_mhlﬁsm. hestorians in
general agree thad bulhmnnrudpamhnamr:smhn-mrutwmms
wife, a lady who lived in Norh Carolina caly briefly (1764-1771), and who
may have known only in passing a small segment of the county 1hat bears
her name.” _

Although the English names of several other counties were changed by
the newly independent State of Norih Carolina afier 1776, Margaret Wake
Tryon's has mever been erased. The county of Tryon, mamed for ber
busband in 1768, was abofished in 1779 by being divaded into Lincoln and
Rutherford cownties, But there Is scamt evidence of any szm
with the name Wake. even though closely associated with the former
royal govermor's admindstration. except for a half-hearted atlempl many
years later 10 change the name from Wake 1o Raleigh County. This 1506
movemenl was quickly and guictly dropped.'®

THe New CouNTY

Bowndaries.—Wake County was formed by redrawing the boundary
lines of three adjzcent counties, Johnston, Cumberland, and Orange, arnd
dtigﬁﬂju&mmﬂuhclfmmlﬂmaﬁumwwmﬂ.:ntmq_ﬁr
portion of Wake's land was cul off from Jobmston Cousty, with consad-
erably smaller areas taken from the other two. Hence most of Lhe people
who suddenly found themselves living in a mew county were Tormer
Jobmston County citizens. !

The kow designating March 12, 1771, as the date for the new counly s
government 1o become effective, prescribed its boundaries in detail.
Named “to run the said Dividing Line between the Countics™ were Wake
area residents Joel Lane and Theophilus Hunger, aloag with representa-
tives of Johnston and Cumberland countics. The line so run, different
from that of the present county, was described as follows:

Beganing at Edecombe Line fnow Franklin County line} on Mocks-
mstﬂp[mwmkﬂiulhrmthcrqlipdmfmla
Mile ahove James Lee's Planation, russing a direct Line 1o Neuse

* Missescripd Bl boond i Lew of Mok Corodina 1771175 F5CH, Legnlstoo: Paponc W.C. fose
Sowrenal D, M, 700 AT, i
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river al the upper end of John Beddingfields Plantation [the appeoni-
mate cenler of the castern line of present 'Wakel then to David
Mimms Mill Creek, between Mims Mill and Tasners obd Mill |poists
along the presem Wake-Johnsion linel then the same course con-
timuied 1o the Ridge which divides Cumberfand and Johastion Counties
[now the Hameti-lohnsios line | then a Straight line to Orange Bee, at
the bower side of Richard Hills Plamation en Bockhom [Buckhorn
Creek in southwest Wake Counly | then e same course coaliaued
five Miies then 1o the Corner of Modaston County oa GranviBe Line
[mo. roughly, the northwest comer of Wake, where il toockes Gran-
vilie | then with the same Fine 00 the Beginning . _ . "

Even as the General Assembly subdivided larger counties to form Wake
m I771, Wake itself bost berritory im later yeass. Portions of it were t2ken
to be added 1o other counties, or to belp form mew counties. In 1787, for
example. residemts of the northeastern ponion, around “*Mockason™
Swamp, persuaded 1he General Assembly 1o annex the area east of Moc-
casin Creek to Franklin County. on the grounds that the Franklin Cousty
Courthouase was more accessible 1o them than that of Wake. The new Ene
dividing the counties became and remains meandering Moccasin Cresk.
On the west, Wake omiginally extended as Far as the outskints of the
present city of Durham. But in 1831 a large area along Wake's northwest-
ern edge was taken to form part of the pew county of Durham. Thirty
years kater still amother portion was annexed to Durham County. The tan
acthons reduced 10 approximately 8567 square miles Wake Cousty”s origi-
nal size of approximately 920 square miles. "2

The County Sear.—The 1771 act provided that quarterly court sessions
for Wake County be held on the first Toesdays im March, June, Sep-

tember, and December. It was necessary that a county seat be selected,
where a courthouse woald be budll. This first and crucial decision was
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entnasted to seven men who already held respoasible positions in bocal
goveramends when their lands were still a pant of Johnsion County.
Mamed commissioners bo seliect the site were Thomas Crawford, Thomas
Hines, John Hinton, Theophilus Hunter, Joel Lane. Joseph Lane. and
Hasdy Sanders. Except for Crawfond, each had served as a justice of the
peace for Johnston County before the divison. fl.ll laber, at warious times.
served in the same or other posts for Wake. Hnmqngﬁa;mh:sha:_au
shenffs; Colomel Hinton, already embarked om altd.:smmﬁhnd muilitary
career. continued im that rode For years ko come. ) i

There was no real town anywhere in the mew county which might have
saggested itself as a site for the counly seat. Dusing its emtire first two
decades, im fact, Wake was a townless county, unﬂ}h_rti[atilshmm of
Raleigh in 1792 In 1771, bowever, a naclens of activity had developed
mear the geographical center of 1he county, where the main east-west road
from the coast towand Hillshorough crossed the m-.:m}-f:m South C!.r~
olina to Virginia. Mear this crossnoads lay the plantation of one of the site
cosmmisseoners. Joel Lane. )

The name Wake Crossroads was applied to this area a1 an easly date.
and the commissioners chose it as the site of the county scat. Thereafler it
was called Wake Courthouse, although for a brief period it was also
refermed to as Bloomsbury. The actual sie for the !:ui:lmg_.n_fl:h: Sourt-
hivase was within a shogt distasce of the residence of Commasssoner Lase,

Laner was tke cenrer of kis ex-
lemsive esftale  owee  called
Bloomsbury, The fiorst seasion af
rhe Wake Commty Coart coavencd
here in Jowe (770, ax did nke
Norih Coarclina Geserad Assem-
iy a decade Later darieg e Rev-
obrtiondary War. W, G, Randall
skriched e ouse i ifs evipgina
Lacarionm im 900, before ir was
moved rome homdred vards
wespagrd fo T8 Wesr RNargear

Sureed, Raleigh.
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1be introdiscer of the bill creating the new county. A three-nen commis-
sion consisting of Lane, Hunter, and James Martin was appoisted to
comtract with workmen to build a comnbouse, jail, and stocks. Costs of
the building were to be defrayed by a poll tax 10 be levied by the later-
samed justices of 1be peace. An autheniic description of the original
courthowse is lacking, but Bistorians have consistently described it as a
bog structare, It was evidently not completed by the time of the first
session of the county court in June 1771, which is thought to have been
held in Lame’s own home. '

““The best within 2 hundred miles' was the description given the small
Jeel Lane house by a lster Lane descendant. Govermor David L. Swain,
Still standing but altered. the tiny hoase seems by modern standards
entincly inadequate 1o have accommodated (ke sitting of a coumty coust.
Neveriheless, the same bome was later the scene of several other historic
meetmgs, including a sessiom of the General Assembly in 1781.%

The First Court for Wake Coumty,—In Apeil 1771 Governor Tryon ap-
pointed Wake Coanty’s first justices of the peace and other officers of the
county cournl. Again, the majority of those named were men who had
akready been leaders in bocal government while Wake was still a part of
Johmstom Coumty. The eleven justices were Theophilus Hunter and
Joseph Lame, who had served continuously as Johnston County justices
since 2t least as carly as 1759; Benjamin Hardy. justice since 1783 lames
Martin, from 176%; Joel Lane and Hardy Sanders. servimg froe 176%; and
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political comers. The five freshman justices were Thomas Craw-
:E:?;. .’u.h-raha:I:nHilL James Jones, Tigeal Jones, and Th-:-rpas._‘ﬁ"numm.
Theophidas Humter was the first chairman and presiding pastice of the
Couari. '

Theophkiles Hunter way the firsr chairman off Iu'l-'uE.E- If__null-J}'-li__!:_:-‘:'T-rr'uj.E_f bodly, rhe
Coanty Cowrt of Pleay and (Jwarrer Sesons, begimning i IT71. He later gave to
rhe l:'|;Hl1r'|' the sourhern hall of the sernnd ond costiowimg coarifouse P o
Favetserilly Sirecd in Raleteh. Mes. Hasver was ke former Jone Late, nicee of fowel
Lane. (Portrairs ewaed by Mrs. L. C. Dillard. )

June 4, |771, as provided by kvw, was the date of the first sitting of the
*“Infierior Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions™ in and for the new County
of Walke. As indicated above, the court is thought 1o have been held in the
home of Joel Lane. Opening ceremonies al 1he mitial session imcluded the
reading of several official documents. inchading ke legisiative 2t estab-
Hishing the county and the ““Commassion of tbe Peace h.!'.' akich Gover-
nor Tryon named the eleven “Justices to keep the Peace.” After oaths af
office were admninistered to them. they then procesded with the business
of the county. Commissions were also exhibited by several other men

d i y Wi [ oort Whselei, Fuiet
Mg Comncil Jowrmal Apr. 9, VTTA, in Sawsders. Crlsial Reconds $2583; - -
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appointed by Governor Tryon to local offices. Named sheriff for 'Wake
was experienced Michael Rogers, who had been deputy sheriff of
Johnstvm Coumty. Bromfield Ridley was commissioned King's Depaty
Attormey for that serm of coun. John Rice. a mew name in local gov-
ernmental service, and not at the time a Wake County resadent, was senf
by the governor to be clerk of the Wake court and deputy clerk for the
crown in 'Wake. It was not al ail unusual For salaried appointive offices in
counly government 10 be held by nonresidents. Enterestingly, the second
clerk of coun for neighboring Chatham County s thought to have been
none olher than Wake Coumty™s Joel Lane, during part of the time that be
was also serving as justice of the Wake Coumty Court.'?

Wake's “Royal Charter'™ and Firsr Election.—In addition 1o the act
creating Wake County and giving instructions for the conduct of its busi-
mess, there was also isswed in 1771 a “charter™ for the county in the name
of George 111 of England. Actually more a writ of election than a charter,
the document gramted to the mhabitants of the mew county the right to
elect two representatives to the House of Commons for the next session
of the Gemeral Assembly. Included were specific instructsons for holding
an ekection at the courthowse. with the shenf¥ officiating. [t was ot until

laterin the year that the date for the meeting of the Assembly and Tor tha
first election in Wake Coumty wene =ag, 1

Later it was recosded “1bat the writ of Election isssed and direcied o
the Sheriff of Wake County for choice of two representatives For that
County is retumed and filed in the Secretarys office of this Province and
that Mr. Thomas Hines and Mr. Benjamin Hardy are retum'd representa-
tives for the said Coumty duly Elected,”™'™

THE ““War'" oF THE REGULATEON
Firse Dwries; Milirary, —Meanwhile, certain citlizens of Wake Civmnly
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were already involved in malitary activitics. Jobn Hinton had become
colonel of the mow separate Walke maliti, even before the cffective date
for the cstablishment of Wake County. March 12. In February Govemor
Tryon. as Caplain General of 1ke cobony. sent onders 10 Cuh_md Hintom
similar to oeders dispatched to the codonels of other nearby units, to ~“hold
your Regiment in readiness 1o march . . . if pecessary” to halt the Regu-

ready sufficeeni wagon loads of flour and beef-on-the-boof 10 p_ml.-ide each
man “one pound of four and one pound and a half of meat’ per day. A
postscript added that *“the men should take their Blankets].] and Kettles
to cook with on their march.™** -

The Wake regiment assembled at Maj. Theophibas Hunter’s home,
south of present Raleigh- As evenls developed, ever, mﬂlmmahun

Hermon Hasband, They dispersed as soon as they received wond that he
had already been released. Coancidentally, il was from Humter's Lisdge,
where the Wake mgimntﬁ:immbhd.hil{usmd sepd Lhe message
of bas liberatzon abead of him. He had stopped there o his way home 1o

A i ves ymin HigToRs phoisgiajh

gueedl the Rc:;qr'amu. The local mifita, however, were bt near -'-H-!-!r_r-u guard
geninsr possible eroable in Wake. Thiv small struciere. the anly Eeiiding of nhe
Hunter's Lodge complex to mmnive ino the Nk contary, was photographed by
Supen Iden in e 19205,

™ W e Trpos to Cal Foley Fimon. Feb. 7 N, i Samaders, Okl Kerondy S8E7
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Orange County. Colone] Hinton, learning firsthand of the cancellation of
the Regulators’ march, dismissed the Wake miliia ®'

A Cowary “fn the Middle,”"—The new coanty of Wake was ““in the
middle™" geographically and. it might be said. emotonally, beraeen the
royal government and the Regulators. I1s bocation was between the seat of
government a1 New Bern in the cast and the trowbled and troublesome
Regulator country to the west. It is also obwvious from the reconds that
there was mach division of sympathies between the two factioas on the
part of Wake’s citizens. There were both those who were willing 1o do
their part to preserve the local peace, under orders from the governor, amd
those who harbored considerable ““disaffection”™ toward Tryon and Bas
governmenit. This division was evident in the spring when Colonel Hinton
asked for volanteers 10 march with Tryon himself against the Regalalors.

Orders came from the governor for fifty volunteers to be prepansd 1o
march with him toward Hillshoroagh to quell the Regulators, whose de-
fiance had reached a state of violence in Omange Coanty. The Wake val-
unteers were ondered o assemble at ‘“Major Theophilus Hunters™ by
April 30 1o awant the amival of the governor, who was personally 1o lead
the army of mifilia representing many counties *“against the Insungents in
the Western Fromtier. ™ *

Governor Treon's Fowr Days in Wake Cowary.—Bringng with him
abowt a thousand troops from eight eastern counties, six swivel gans
mounted oa carriages, and two beavy field pieces which had been sent
him from Mew York, Govermor Tryos traveled the 122 miles from New
Bern to Wake County in seven days. The army arrived on Susday . May 3,
al Major Humier's. where they made camp. also referrad to as " Humter's
Lodge Camp'™ in the military bog. Tryoa's order book reconds thal. ap-
propriaicly for the armiy's first day in Wake County. he designated as the
military password or parole for that day the word “*Wake.™ and the woed
“Mangaret’” as the counterssga.*

Tryon's review of the Wake mdlitia on Monday proved discouraging m
several ways. Although there were approximately 400 men in the regi-
ment, they were poorly equipped. The governor noted that "“nod more
than ome man in five had arms.” Even more disappodntingly. he kamed
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from Coloned Hinton that. ““owing to a disaffection among the Inhabatanas
of the County.’” he had succeeded hmrﬁﬁgmﬂrmﬂqﬂwdﬂ:
fifty required volunteers. Taking matters into his own hands. the governar
called wpon the men personally “to tum out as Voluniecrs = the Ser-
vice.” but they “‘refused to obey.”” Firmly. then. the govemnor
ordered the Anmy 10 surroond the Bantabion, which beiag effeciod b
directed three of his Colonels to draft out forty of the most sighly and
most active men. which caused no small panic in the Regmment. . - .
During this drafting the officers of the Army wene active i
m:mm:nliﬂ_ludiukﬁlhnmhﬂur!mqhmdﬂt“ﬂ:r
Company %0 50 men. The 40 men drafied were meleased upoa hesir
mving Eheir panle they would return ment day with thewr Arms to kend
them Lo spch Volunteers as stood in need of them. Night coming on
the Wake Regiment was dismissed. much ashamed both of thear Dhs-
grace amd their own condoct which oocasiomad ®.5¢
Unfortunately, no journal has survived which preserves the thoughts of

Muuwahmmmdmﬁrmmmm

explained to Loed Hillsborough, the troops ““had no other immediate
encouragement than the forty shillings bounty moafe by, which was neces-
sary Lo leawe with their famalies 1o hire husbandmen to plant 1heir corn m
their ahsepce. . .

The Following day, Tuesday, May 7. the compaay of Wake men were
“*supplyed with arms by those men that were drafled the Evenisg pre-
cedimg " They then “‘marched and emcamped with the army at Jomes™ on
Crab Tree Creck. 12 Miles from Hunter's.” On Wednesday mornang
Tryos sent @ detachment to the nearby mufuq:TLq-rTnmnm
whom he cafled a “‘notorious Regalator.” 10 take him prisoner. Brought
im0 camp ““chosely confined.”” Tomlinson “'confessed bhe was a Regulasor
but would make no discoveries.” He remained a prisoner only two days.
making his escape while the arary was on ke manch.*®

Afier four somewhat less than successful days in the new county named
for his wife, Tryon and his army proceeded westward on Wednesday
toward Hillsborough. He ordered Colosel Himtom 1o reman with his
Wake detachment *“in his County™ o assist the sherdl m collecting the
fines imposed on the militia men who bad appeaned 21 the Monday muster
withot arms. Tryoa's journal adds. *“This Ehtaﬁmmwmhﬂﬂ.mfllh
a vaew to prevest the disaffected im that Coanty [Wake | froe forming into

a Body and Jogning the Regulators in the admacent Counties.” Actually, st
nﬂm]y:kﬂ'&ay;hdmlkmbcﬂhnuumﬂmmﬂt area was effecha-

'Mhﬂ.whlﬂl.pm_mmm
B Tryoeto Esd Hiboroagh. Aag 1. 1771 Grewverpe™s Lamter ook 1: 304
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ally crushed by Tryoa's victory over the assembled
Battle of Alumance on May 16. Regulators at the

The Missed Bastle of Alamance. —Having been lefit behind
h;cajmm.ﬂr'ﬁ'ﬂcnﬁlﬁmmmimﬂﬂtﬂﬂlhnlﬂmmﬁ?
mly_. It was pot until Monday, May 20. four days afler the two-hour
-i:'-c_mﬂ_qﬂ. that Colomel Hindom and his men rejoined Tryon's vicborias
mﬂm-a]madranmmm to join Col. Hugh Waddell. Hinton
reported, acconding 1o the governor’s joummal, ““that be had been suc-
m‘m‘nlmwl_:thng&mMﬂEMEqunum,audlrmhhﬁﬂtfwm
s A
; etachment comsisted of Colomel Hinbon. a captain, a
Mmmhﬁm"maﬂﬁh“wuﬁ.mm;?uaa
drummer, a clerk, one “‘waggomser,” a carl and three horses.™

The men remained for a month with the army. One of their first duties
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was o escort to camp several wagonloads of fiour the army requisitioned
from a Quaker settkement west of Hillshorough. During the remainder af
their toar of duty the Wake detlachment and their colone] are mentioned
several times m Tryoa's jousmal and order book. They formed the rear
gaard as the main anmy comtinued towand the west. and fater were seml
ahead to assist Gemeral Waddell's forces to join Tryon's army. The joar-
nal and order book list lrtdmi&sas.sigwﬂln]htd:n:h'ncm om specific
days, including special duties given Colone]l Himton. He was Field Officer
of the Day for Monday, June 17, |ﬁ|.ﬂ'hih1hrmyﬂ'ﬁﬂﬂ_m
Camp. and president of a court martial held there on the moming of June
19

Within the next two days. Tryon advised his officers that be had been
mpﬂﬂudgnu:mufﬂﬂ York, and on June 21 he sasd Earewell to the
trocps. h‘eclﬁ'mimmmﬂiamymﬂﬂ&!u-h:mfmhsmw
post befare the month ended. Tryon keft Col. Joha Ashe im command of
ke army . with orders that the men be discharged within their home coun-
ties. The last day of service For the Wake men was I1L|:||_:1 1771, while
the army was again encamped at *“Hunter™s Chaarter” im Wake Couanty
where they had oniginally been drafted. The password that final day was
“Tryom,” the coumtersign *“Wake."™'

Frosm Wake T THE WEST

Wake Plomeers in Tfmlrjirr.—l:mﬁulkpfﬁﬂﬁﬂf“mhhﬂft_mﬂ_ﬂt.
many poor families keft Wake and olher counties to escape the injustices
that had led 10 the Regulator movement and 1o seck oppoetunaly 10 better
their standards of living. In the wimier of 1768-1769 ten Eamilses from
Wake Cousty were said to have journcyed over the Nosth Carclina
mouniaiss into the arca which became Tenmessee, ome of the earliest

of settlers in 1bhe Watauga region there, ™

F?Eu'rrma year they were visited by James Robertson. anolher Walce
Countian who, like Joha Sevier. was becoming one of the best known
proneer leaders in Temmessee's carly Bastory. Bom in 1742 to = Vinginia
family who moved to future Wake when he was eight. Reberison was
poor and ilfiterate. The educated young woman whom he mamed in Wake
County in 1768, Charlotte Reeves, had begun to teach hém 1o read and
write. Robertson set o0 1o see for himsell whether the Watauga kand in
Tennessee maghl provide a better life for his growing Ramily, whach by
then incloded a vear-old son. Retoming to Wake County. he recoumted
such emcouraging descriptions of the country he bad ::p]-ﬂtﬂd:lhl_«mn::
dozen or more neighboring Families decided to move there with him.
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In the spring of 1771 Be led the litithe caravan of families. goods loaded
on pack-horses. into the Watauga setthement. In two extant lists of some
of the Watauga settlers, several familiar names appear. The Abraham and
Isasc Bledsoe, Obadizh Terrill, Henry Suggs, and Thomas and Joshias
Ewgm-ﬁﬁstedmywﬂ]b:mﬂﬂm: who went from Wake

panty,

Descendants of Robertson described the Wake Coanty keader as fol-
hows: “He was a man of remarkable powers . . : his somewhat sombre
face had in it a look of self-contained strength that made it impressive; and
his tacvum, guiel. masterfial way of dealing with men and affairs, topether
with his singular mivtsre of cool caution and most advensurous daning,
ﬁv:hjmaimnrdiamhﬂd:ﬂlmmhwkssqﬁi;uﬂmdm
border.”” Members of the Watauga settiement, under Roberison's. leadar-
ship, established im 1772, four years before the date of the Declaration of
Independence. the first North American self-government totally indepen-
dent from the Brtish Crown. Roberison continued his leadership role in
ithe government of the Watauga settlement. He served as mediator be-
Peeen setthers and Indians. and kater ked the pioneer group that founded
Tennessee's capital, Mashwalle, ™

During the American Revolution he returned at least once 1o Wake
County to setthe his father’s estate, which had been in the care of former
Wake Sheriff Michael Rogers. Later he journeyed frequently 10 other
places in North Carolina to meetings of the General Assembly, He served
as mepresentative and later senator from Davidson Coanty, now i Ten-
messes bud then part of Morth Caroling. 2

Indizn Fighters.—Other Wake Countians joined the piomeers in the
Wm:mmttﬂhmasm:ﬂmzulnﬂﬁmrfuﬁtsxntmmcc:ﬂt
setthers from Indizns whom they were displacng. Iskam Simms, one of
these, was later awarded a gramt of 540 acres of Tennessee fand in returm
for these services. His petition to the 1805 General Assembly requesting
the kind that was due him was reported favorsbly out of committee as
follows: ** ... that it does to them [the commaitee] appear . _ . (he
pelitioner was one amongst those, who at an early period of the settlement
of Camberfand, now in the State of Tennessee, aided and assisted in the
protection of the them Inhabitants thereof. and that foe o doing was
entitled 10 a bounty of [640] acres of kand. "'
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Many are 1the Tennessee families wio trace their ancestry back to Walke
County during the 17705 and 1780s period of that state’s settlement.

The Last YeEars oF CoroxNial GoOVERKNMENT

Wake's Represeatarives fo the Colonial General Assembly, —Six Wake
County cilizens served in the House of Commons from the timse of the
county s establishment ustil the end of the colonial period. Thomas Hines
and Benjamin Hardy were the first elected members of the House, From
Movember 19 10 December X3, 1771, they attended the assembly im Mew
Bern called by the last royal governor, Josiah Martin, ™

There was mol another session antil Jasuary 1773, 21 whach tzme Hines
was returned. along with Joel Lane. SherifT Michael Rogers and Tignal
Jones were elected o represent the county in ke December 1773 assem-
bly. Their election was contested, however, as having been held in a
haghly irregalar fashson, was declared “'void and illegal.”” and they were
noi seated. Their pames came befione the voting freemen of Wake Cownty
agxin and botk were reclected. They took their seats at the secoad session
i March 1774.7°

Who Served in 757 —For the final colonial assembly. Apnd 4-8, 1775,
existing records are silent reganding Wake County's representatives. The
jowmal of the House of Commaons, which lists all the members present,
leaves blank the space beside “Wake.'” Possiblly no local election was
held that year; among the extant certificates of election from al least
twenty-seven of the thirty other cousties, mone certifies the names of any
representatives in Wake Coupty.™

The two men who had kst represented Wake Cousty were in fact n
MNew Bern al 1he time, but apparently not attending 1he assembdy. Instead
they were present. joined by athind Wake Coumtian, a1 a citizens’ meeting
which foreshadowed the cessagion of royal govermment in Norih Carcdina
and helped 1o assure that this would be the final assembly under the
British crown.
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Chapter TV
REVOLUTION AND EVOLUTION

Tue Earey Davs oF THE Wan

P:rmu'.rlriu-{ Eﬂfl;gi‘fl!t'!’.—.ﬁ.l the same time the final colonial assembly
was comvening in the palace in New Bern April 4-8. 1775, under Royal
ﬁmwnmrluﬂ Martim, the Second Provincial Congress was meeling
somewhere in the same town. That citizens' group was taking preliminary
steps toward creating a governmens that would be representative of the
people. The three members from Wake County were Johm Hinton, Michael
Rogers. and Tignal Jones. Rogers and Jomes had represented Wake in the
h':::rhnua_ru{lhc colonial assembly a year earlier but did not report 10
their seats in that body m 1775

The'ﬂ'al;n mea joaned in adopting the Congress™s statement asserting the
people’s right 1o hold meetings and to present their complaings to the king.
:ﬂﬁﬂfﬂ_lﬂ_ﬂ:tﬂiﬁtﬂﬂ'ﬂtﬁﬂﬂﬂ'ﬂn the Congress ‘“highlly approvejd | the
Association of the General Comgress at Philadelphia. 20 October, 1774. . .
presented by Richard Caswell.” ™ Sooa thereafier Governor Mantin fed.,
leaving the cobony of North Casolina with mo hegal govermment. Local
Comsmitiees of Safety, including one in Wake County, and a codonywide
Frovincial Committee of Safety were organized 1o maintain order.*

In August dﬂm_ﬂmywalhml]’mﬁmia] Congress met i Hillls-
borough. Augmenting the previous Wake County delegation werne Joel
Lane, Theophilas Hunter, John Rand, and Thomas Hines. This Congress
dﬁhmdﬂﬂl_llrnﬂnﬂihwmfﬂdmrﬁ[mhqnwlﬂﬂiﬂnm
MNorih Carolinians without representation and established a lemparary
pmﬂmnﬂgaumrnei_'nuy:]marm@admmjsenumﬁmdm
for the Continental army being formed, as well as six battalions of mirute
men with armes and ammusnition.?

Wake"s Milirary “4-H.""—H was Wake Coanty's respoasibality 10 raise
two companies of fifty soldiers each. Four men already experenced in
militia command were appoimied by the Provincial Congress as field offi-
cers for the Wake malitia, and reappointed the following wear as well
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Coincidentally, all four had names beginming with the letter “*H."" They
were John Himoa, colonel: Theophilas Humter, Bewtenant colonel; John
Hintom, Jr.. first mayor; and Thomas Hines., second major,*

Ammunilbon was scarce. When the Wake Couanty Commitiee of Safety
appised w0 1he Provincial Congress for a supply of gumpowder, that body
denied the request but promised that at such time as there might be “any to
spare they may depend om our assistance.’™

Alomg with those in other counties. the revolutionary-minded keaders
and citizens of the voung county of Wake found themselves simultancously
imvolved im preparation for the inevitable war with England, participation
im the evobation of a government for the emenging independent stale, and
problems with local and neighboring citiems who did nea faver sevening
porlitical ties with the mother coumiry.

Neighbor Against Neighbor.—1t would be erroncous to assume thal
every hocal citizen immediasely embraced the spanit of independence and
revolation. Especiafly im the early days of the conflict, when complete
information o Current evesls was nod readily available, issues were fre-
quendly neither clearcul mor well understood. The labels ““Whigs'™ as
applied to those who were willingand ready to rebel against the authonity of
England. and “Tories™ or ““lovalists™ inreference to others who retained a
feching of loyalty 1o the estabfished government. were nod always accu-
rately applied.

A Wake Coumty resident expressed the dilemma of the purzled. peace-
koving citizem caught up im the divisive aspects of the confllict that mflamed
neighbor against meighbor. Some years after the war. signing bimseif
merely “'Country-Man,” he wrode the following letter to the editor of the
Raleigh Regrcrer:

. « - S practical incoavensences | remember 10 have suffizred from
. . . thedexirows use of certain micknames . . . during the war. [ pretly
well maderstood the guestion between us and Great Britain. | know Liat
il we were governed withoul ter consent. there might be s Bmil 10
coesciom o Lanation. but the will of those who taned or povenmed os:
bast, in the consrse of The was the terms Wiz and Tory casse o vomue,
and | found. that when woed by the prevaiing partirans for the time
being, all argument and reasoning gave way befoee these coaquering
appellations. So. friend as | was to the cause of Amerncan Indepes-
dence. vel being somewhat too idle, 100 peaceable. and 100 domestic,
Lo engage i, or appeove the vioknt measures of any panty, [ became
suspected as a Tory by the Whigs, and should have been hung asa Whig
by the Tones, had the Ever unfortunately succeeded. Under ome or
otber, or both of 1hese undefimed appellasions, the opulent amd the

N Lswensd of the Procevaings of she Prosiecial Compreis of Wessh Cospling, Sepl 50T, Apr. 12,
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peaceable were almost Certain 10 be classed, acoording to the a-

h:m_;:e of their I'II}I;H' aclive meighbors on either side, | &T::n
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Wake Mewn at the Batrle of Moore's Creek Bridge —Wake Counly men
kmw_lrgﬂar,an:lﬁrﬂlwu:l.lh:ﬂpﬂicm: of actual battde with Hl-n'nrﬂ-unh
Cqm-l.-:u:ll-'ﬂ-'!m'nﬂthyﬂln the king. Some of them particapated in the
hmfb_u cnacial Battle of Moore's Creek Bridge, one of the earliest and
most significant engagements of the war, involving bloody conflics between
resident Whigs and Tories. In Febnzary 1776 Codonel Hinton's Wake
militia was ordered 1o march eastward 10 join units from other comnties and
minute men under the command of Colonels Richard Caswell and Alexan-
i.'n_:r_l.i]l:gri.tln. Their objective was to prevent armed Loyalists from as-
sisting British troops” efforts to crush the rising ““rebellicn’™ in Morth
Carolina. He raised two companies under Capt. James Hinton, his son. and
Capl. Michael Rogers, former Wake sherdff. Colone]l Hintdon's financial
account filed later with the state treasurer indicates thal among his costs
were several sums be expended for *“Liguors raising men.”' Numeroas
ocher entries are for " Cyder & Com for men.,” asd **Liguors for soldiers.™
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For the expedition the colone] purchased 30 dozen gun flings, 1344 pounds
of lead. 4 sides of leather, wagons and teams. comn and fodder for the
baggage horses, and |12 iron cooking pots. The cost of rations for the troops
was slightly more than 115 pounds.”

To the cadences of drummers Minston Monk and Joseph Embry most of
the 157 men, inchading servants and others. marched the more than 100
mikes 10 the battle site im present Pender County and back. They wene away
about three weeks. The other regimental officers were Theophilus Hunter,
Jokn Hinton. Jr., and Thomas Hines. The outcome of the baitle waged on
February 27 was the comphete rout of the attacking Tories and the thwart-
ing of British plans for invading the South. The two Wake companses lost
several items of equipmend that *“fell into the hands of the Enemy’ or were
““takien by the Enemy." These included two wagons and teams. a pair of
halyards. a hogshead, 2 supply of comn, and a half-pint measure.®

Robert Dadd. one of these Wake men, descnbed the engagement many
years laber as "'a wery severe Battle,” although the total number of casual-
ties suffered by the Patriots was fifty, including ondy one man who died later
from wounds. Colone] Caswell, later elected first governor of the indepen-
de sl stzte of Morth Carofina. commended the Wake Coumty colome] and has
men for ** becoming bravery and resoution.”” Im addition 1o the men’s pay.
which for a private was two shillings per day . another tangible reward they
received came kater that summer. All the “'Officers and Sobdiers who
terned out in the kate Expedition to Moore's Creek' received a pro-
poctioeate share of an already scarce and very welcome commodity, sali.
which was essential om both military and domestic fronts for food preser-
vation. The Councl of Safety ondered that Col. Joel Lane, commassioner
for Wake, ““be impowered 1o receive one hundred bashels of salt out of that
taken by a Court Martial . . . held at Cross Creek™ and to distribute it
among the parixipants.®

The Tory Srory.—The Tories who were defeated a1 Moore™s Creek were
kurgely Scottish highlanders from the upper Cape Fear region, including
Wake's meighborimg county of Camberiand. Throughout the war there
were conlinuing conflicts between Tories who remained fieroely boyal to
the British and patriot Whigs fighting for independence. A state off
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emergency akin to civil war existed in many parts of the state, including the
central Camberland-Wake area. Coloeel Hinton's military expense ac-
cound lists the costs of raising two companies of men under Captains Badar
Bryan and Joba Rider Leigh for “an Expedfition Jimtended to Cape Fear.™
Apparently this particular akert did not result in the men’s actual dispatch to
1he area, for most of them received pay for bess than one week's service. ™

One of the hotbeds of Tory trouble in the Cape Fear region was Cross
Emt.}htumberhu! commuanity where the salt had been confiscated.
ud-i_mh Iter became Fayetteville. Alsotaken from Tory residents there
were eight horses that were broaght to Wake Counthouse for a public sale
under orders of the Council of Safety. Five local men paid more than 111
pounds for the *“8 Tory & 2 Public Horses™ a1 the sale. Joel Lane bought
five: Isaac Humter. two: and Christopher Curtis, James Martin and Drury
Massey. one each. OF the three companies of foot soldiers stationed at
Cross Creek under Ebenezer Folsom to keep the Tories in check. one was
comprised fargely of Wake County malitia. Colonel Folsom advised ihe
Council of Safety in October of 1776 that conditions in that area still
remained such that the detachment should be brought immediately to full
ﬂwh"lnmrﬂpﬁldm." he urged, “'there mever was more Necessity for
the Detachments heing complete than at Presemt.'” The Cross Creek area

Norrh Carnling reguired Tories fo
reear deralty br e new Daired
Sraves of America, revoancizg
axy alepiamee e King Grovee
L. Srephem Conger's Lovally
hath, sigmed May I5, 1778, is in
the Srorr Archives,

The pew stabe General Assembly gave Tores a choice of taking an oath
Haﬂepmlnﬂmﬁﬂamtiumhaﬁﬂ:sm.ﬂumaﬁcrmtm
of the 1777 loyalty aath act. the Wake court, baving *“taken under consid-
eration . . . the Danger whach may arrize [xic ] from Persons disaffected to
the State,” andered the commanding officer of the comnty militia “'1o call
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private Musters of each Company™" al which one of the justices of the peace
would admimister the required oath. Inkabitants who were not on the
muster rolls were also 1o swear allegiance. and the justios was to ¢¥le 1o the
rext court any persons refusing o do so. Later minutes of that body Est
pumbers of citirens who came into court 1o take the cath and obexin *"a
Centificate of their having Comsplyed with the kaw im that respect.”” Al the
Sepeember term. however., a different action was taken conceming one
local residena:

Mr. Alexatader Munn came mbo open Court and the Dot of Alegance

o the: Saate of Morth Caroling being tendered 1o hem, wiach he refused

to take . whersupon the saisd Abcwander Mot entered mto Bond . . . in

the Swm of 5000 [pounds | proc Money for his departing this State within

Sinty days and 31 1he same lime Obcained a certilicate of is refieal 10

take 1Bw szad Oagh,

One of the several confiscation acts (kater declared uncoastitutional) spe-
cifically directed that Munn's property in Wake be sold, along with that of
others, as a means of “‘raising a considerable revenue to the State.”” In
accordance with another of the confiscation acts Richard Banks, James
Alford, and Joseph Davis were pamed special commissioners o administer
such sales and other matters refated to confiscated property wilkin the
couanty.'®

Nororiows Local Tory.—Col. David Fannmng. one of the most daring and
destructive of the Tory keaders. grew up im that portion of Jobnston County
that became Wake. So far as is known, he was not related to Edmand
Fanning. of Regulstor-crushing fame. Born about 1756, he was orphamed in
his eighth year by the death of his faher. also named David Fanning. He
was apprenticed 1o 2 prominent Johnston Countian. Neodham Bryam, Ir..
to be taughi the art of Earming and *"to Read and Write.” At some point he
remaved to Chatkam County. and at nineteen offered his services 1o the
government that represented the British crown as early as May 1775,
Befoae the war was over he bad advanced to the rank of colonel. The recond
of bloodshed instigated by him was so great that he was one of 1three Tories
specifically excepted by name from Morth Carolima’s **Act of Pardon and
Oblivion™ enacted im 1783,
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IV. Revolution and Evolurion B3

A first-person accoant of Fanming's loyalist sympalbises and of his ac-
tivities during the war on behalf of the crown is 108 in the “*Namrative of
Col. David Fannimg™ pubdished in the State Records from his manuscript.
That there were few other active Tory officers from Wake Coumty is borne
mb!-!heahnm;:fr'ﬂﬁt—cﬂmpwmﬁumhlhsu{mh:rﬂmh
Camhﬂ.msm'nmm-umd in “'his Majesties Loyal Militia™ that Fanning
mcluded in his book. The iwenty-two names are all representatives of
Cumberland. Chatham, Orange, and Randolph counties. ™

EvoLution oF THE NEW STATE

_Helping Create a New Governmenr.—In the midst of war mepresenta-
masﬂWakltCmtyhﬂamnhﬂmﬁngamFurﬂummte.
Thm.mtj-sdﬂrsa.lfrsm the April 1776 Founb Provincial Congress at
Halifax were Joha Hinton, Tignal Jones. Johm Rand, and Joel Lane, al-
mugh_ﬁrwmmhuﬂmmﬂymnwmmthhm-
on April 12, tinﬂ_lf Congress adopied the resodution known as the Halifax
Hesolves, gurhmm_ng Morth Carolina's delegates to the Continental Con-
gressin thd:t;ttgm comcur with those of the other colonies in ““declar-
ing Independency. This action preceded by almost three moaths the
signing of the Dnch'aﬂm:ﬂ-l‘lmi:unﬂ:mc. The state Congress mamed
Thomas Hines and Theophiles Hunger in Wake Cousty to ““receive, pro-
cure and prchase fire armlhn&u:s.: of the troops,”” including arms takes
!-r::il}'mnes, and to see to the repair of any that might need recondition-

wﬂtdﬂ:ﬂﬂlﬂhﬂﬂﬂi"ﬁﬂﬁtﬂh}'"ﬁfﬂ@tﬂaswﬂflwﬂ
Hillsboroagh mgmgmuﬂamfsmﬂ::tmﬂﬂmh-. the new
name of l:h:?rmmuj Council. This organization was North Carolina’s
chief executive paverning authority during that mterval between the over-
throsw of the roval government in I775 and the insuguration of the indepen-
denl state government Janmary 1, 17777

News of rhe Declaration of Independence.—It was at least August in
1776 before !hcpm-pie of Wake County knew what was contained in the
momentous Declaration of Independence adopied the preceding month in
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Phifadelphia. MNews of the sigming reached Halifax, where John Rand wars
altending a meeting of the Council of Safety, on July 23, The Girsy publsc
reading of the document within the state 1ok place there August 1, fol-
lowed by pther public readings inevery county and town in Morth Casolina.
It is possible that Wake County citizens gathered at the courthouse for sisch
a purpose between Avgast 21 and 28. During that week the Coumcil of
Safety itself was meeting mearby. They had decided for safety’s sake to
move their meeting from Halifax 10 *“some Interior part of this Colony.,™
and had adjourned to reassembile in *“Wake County at the house of Mr. Joel
Lane.” After a week the council moved still Banher west to Salisbury in
Rowzn County.””

First Wake Legistarors Under the [776 Constitution.—FIve men €x-
perienced in local governmeent represented Wake County in the fifih and
final Provincial Congress that adopted the 1776 Constitution of North
Carolina. These dekegates were Justice Tignal Jones, retumning for the
second time to the Congress; former Shenff Michael Rogers; Britam Ful-
ler: 1he cherk of court, John Rice; and Justioe James Jones, who was shoaily
thereafter elected Wake Coumty's first senator in the General Assembly.
The constitution adopted there served the state for six decades. until §s
revision in 1815, The Coagress chase as the first govermor of the state the
bero of the Battle of Moore s Creek Bridge. Richard Caswell, under whom
the Wake volumeers had served. '

Under the new coastitation, Wake County was entitled 1o one senaton
and two nepresentatives. Sen. James Jones atiended the first session of the
General Assembly in Mew Berm i April 1777, with John Rice and Thomas
Wootlen represending the coanty m the House of Commoas. Senator Jones
died between the first and second sessioas. and Wake had oo senator when
the Movember session convened. The Semate issued a wiit for a special
election in Wake. and almost a month late. Michael Rogers, former sheriff
and then justios of the peace, 1ook his seat in the Senate.'™

A problem arose. also, over Wakes first representatives 1o the Howse of
Commons Eor the mew stabe. The sexts of both Representatives Rice and
Wootlen had 10 be vacated because of their having acoepled salaried offices
back home. Rice returning to his office of clerk of court afler a brvef
absence. and Wootten accepting the office of shenf For Wake Coanty. Al
the special electson a1 Wake Coanhouse November 24, 17770, the vosers
clected attorney Joha Rand, who had been a member of two of the Provin-
cial Congresses and of the Coancil of Safety, and Tignal Jones. a justice of
the peace simce the establishment of the coanty. 1o represent them in the
Hoase **
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Johin Norms, dr., a0 Wake Coanry
oabtiseran s ko serned oad'er Ol
John Miaton in the Revolurionany
War, ix baried near this mearker
rrrcivd lmter e the wicinity of bis
home bermeen Holy Springs and
fotfiraman s Crerrosads.

Famin W, Hirih I8 . pleHOETRR

Wake i THE REvoLomios

Total Involvement in the War Efforr.—Eventually, as was troe in most
countics. nearly every Wake Countian was involved directly or indirectly
in the Revalutionary War. Althowsgh no actaal battle with the British took
place n.!nl].!nn_'l-'l-'akc County, there was considerable activity related to the
war within its borders throughout the period. From scattered records
comes proof of the presence of Wake County soddiers al most of the magor
battles, not only in North Carolima bat also in South Carolina and Geongia.
Among those engagements specifically mentioned in pensioners” applica-
ﬂsrd"ihr Erds::ﬁﬂuilfmd Court Houose, Lindley™s Mill, Charies-

» Camden, w Springs, Brier Creek, and

e gl ngs Sawvannah. as well as

As the war dragged on. both the Continental Congress and the state
General Assembly called each year for more men. money, and supplies. A
1778 call summsoned sixty men from Wake for the Continental army, and
the county was “requred to furnish the Mecessary Wagoas and Cans.”™
Furiber. Wake's quota of military clothing to be supplied included 43 hats,
I?‘? yards of Enen, 86 yards of ““wooken or dowble wove cotlon cloth,”™ 85
pairs of shoes, and am equal nember of pairs of stockengs. There was even
one rocond of the acguisation of *“Three Tomahawks taken for the use of the
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Wake militia,”" for which payment of § pounds was made to Wake Ensign
(later Captain) Etheldned Jones."

Amother call in 177% instracted Wake to send 35 additional men. Machael
Rogers, cobonel at that time, reported to Governor Caswell that he had
*“raised 47 mem from the Militia of this Counmty. agreeable o my orders from
e Brigadier Gen'l, amongst whichis 17 volanbeers.™ Not all soldiers were
motivated solely by patriotism, B would seem. for in his report Colonel
Rogers admitbed that ““the men seem wery uswilling to march without their
Bounty, and as | have not that sam to advance oa this pecessary and
important occasion, am obliged to make applicationa 10 you. . . . | have
promised the men their Bounty before they leave Hillsboro.'™ The bounty,
offered as an inducement for enlistments, was andoubtedly essential w0
many families for the livelihood of a soldier™s dependents while he was
away in service. A year kater, James Hinbon, who apparently served briefly
as Wake’s colonel, told Govermor Nash almost the same thing: ™1 expect
they will tem out Volumieers. . . . They go with greater Alsonty when the
boupdy is papd.”"??

A militia return for Wake County in 1779 indicates there were 13 com-
panies totzling 795 men. These incheded 4 field officers; a captain, ealen-
ant, and emsign for each company; and 752 privates, Their names are ol
listed. From that number, again in 1780, 4% privates were to be drafied for
active duty. Colonel Hinton reported to Gowermor Mash in June that his
quota was not filled, again because he Bad not received money o pay the
bounties, Volumeers received $300; drafiees, $150.

A “Specific Grain Tax"' levied in 1780 called for collecting wheat and
corn for the army and for the election of a commassioner [0 supervise
arramgements in each county. AL a special meeting of justices of the peace
at the counhouse in Wake, Thomas Woolten was mamed to1bhat office. The
Board of War mstructed militia colonels o repon the number of privately
owmed wapons that méght be used, on a rotation basis. & sapply wapons.
Colonel Hinton's report indicated that very few were lefl in Wake
Coumty_®

Afer the invasion of North Carolina by the British under Comwallis, ikbe
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dzmand for men and swpplies for the defense of their Slabe was more urgend
than ever. The members of the General Assembly in February 1781 in-
ma.-a:ﬂth-:_ca]lfm mwen, so determimed were they *“to compel the enemy 1o
ahtnd-uq_ll'us State. and 1o preserve it effectualy from the fiqure invasions
thereof.”” Wake County's goota was raised 1o 200, The Assembly also
ordered a volunteer regiment of Bight horse requisitioned from the Hills-
borough District of which Wake was a part. Capt. Solomon Wood of Wake
commanded one company of the unit under the French colonel. Malmedy.
The July 1781 roster imcludes numerous Wake County pames,

The Wake County justices, kate in 1731, bevied an additional tax of theee
poands on the bundred poands’ wiorihy of laxable property against *“those
persons ni:fu- have been Exempt from Miliss Dhaiy, agreeable to an Act of
Assembly., '_Ea.:ﬁtr,ll'herhﬂmadeaﬂ:ecial ooncession concerning delin-
quent taxes mn the cases of citizens serving in the war. The colectors were
Lo assess mEnﬂ}ragﬂEnstihuu whorse taxes were not pasd on time “'by
reason of their being in the service of their Country.'” although all others
who meglected or refused payment were assessed “*a fourfold tax.'” Even
ﬂmﬁl}nnarh:rmlmr:adc:md. there was continuing reed for men and
supplics. A final order in 1782 required that 8,000 pounds of **Salted meat
or fresh equivademt™ be collected or impressed in Wake,

Rendezvons at Wake Cowrthouse.—An army camp near the Wake
Cmu[yfn!ﬂh;umﬂumnlm actrvity throughot the war, and
especially in the last years. It was the rendezvous for men reporting for
duty from ﬁhrmﬂms.md[urummampndmcmhatTw raidersin
the upper Cape Fear asea. Letters and reports datelined ““Camp at Wake
(‘-nur'ﬂ:msr“r:jreal numerous oocasions on which high-ranking American
officers had business there. including Gen. Stephen Drayton and Brigadier
Gta}ﬂﬂh;}ﬂtﬂhnaﬁﬁdlﬂhuﬂﬁk:.&ppﬂ:ﬂhiﬂhﬂaﬁmmdmﬂ
their comings and goimgs weve known to the British, Lord Cornwallis
m-:nl:lu-n-nd Geperal Butler’s presence there in a May 1781 detter to his
compatmiol, LL, Col. Basastre Tarleton. *7

At least two other camps were located in the county. Camp Middle
Creek, near Woodward's Mill on that watercourse. may have been the
mguhr“’ake{‘nuulgr_mslerpwnd.hﬂdlhﬂtwas. anther near alavern
wwmmhsMMnﬁmhﬁllsﬁfm

The rendezvouss at Wake Countbouse was recalled by several veterans
years [ater as they described their experiences during pension applicaton
Bearings. Owne company of Wake County draftees in | 779 met 21 the coun-
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hoase under Capl. Woodsoa Daniel, marched to Salisbury and then to
Camden, South Carclina. ““on to the ten miles house from Charlesion and
from that place marched to Purisburg [sic] where they joined General
[Benjamin] Lincodn of the Regular Army.”" The company shifted s pesi-
tiom 10 wanous points on the Savannah River. Oibers who recalled they
were members of the same anit were Cpl. Banbent Allen, Isaac Smith.
Vincent King. and James Harwood, a drommer, A later experience relaped
by drummer Harwood imvolived bis being <2at 1o Hillsbosough. where he
“was not pul into military service, bul being a shoemaker by trade.”” he
with other draftees having the same occupation was *employed en making
shoes for the regular Army. then stationed at Hillsborough.”” Amother
veteran, Christopher Babb, told of assembling a1 Wake Courthouse and
serving for a short time under **Col. Outoa’ [Wootten?] of Wake Coumty.
Stilll anotber, Thomas Ross, remembered being enlisted by Col, Michael
Rogers.*

Negro Soldiers.—Itis a well-ksown fact that Negro soldiers foaght in the
Revolutionary War. The diary of a white Morth Czrolingan in camp mear
Wilmington., Hugh McDonald, indicates that blacks and whites served
together, nol in separate units. Records for Wake Coanty reveal the name
of 21 least ome Jocal free Negro in the war. He was Valentine Locus, who
was a private intbe Third Regiment and swrvived the war, After his death in
1811, his widow, Rachel, continued o live in Wake County, and she
applied for a pension in 1838, Assuredly there were others, bat records ane
far from complete. An accurate list of all Wake Countians who servedinthe
Revoluticnary War would be impossible 1o compile. ™

A Consciemtions Obfecror's Siory.—A& firsiband account of a Wake
County happening during the war is given in the diary of a conscieniious
objector from another county. The Reverend Jesse Lee of Halifax County
foand himself at age twenty-two drafted inbo the: militia and assigned 10 an
army unét camped in Wake Coanty in the sammer of 1780, A Virginia-bomn
Methodist minister who had moved to Nosth Carolina, be turned the
occashon into a preacking servics in a local tavern. The camp was pear
“‘Mr. Thomas"s Tavern . . . a few miles from the site of what was after-
wards the seat of govermment for Morth Carolims.™ Upon his amnival on
Satunday. July 29, he declared himsell unwillling to bear arms and was
placed under puard. He wrote:

Many of the peophe came and talked with and petied me. . - . Foobd the
people if they would come oul earfy in the morning. [ would pray with
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them. [(On Susday | as so0n as it was light. | was up and began 1o sing.
e S et e K| s o ol e
wie made the plantation ring with the soags of Zion. _ . _ | wepl much
Mm}ﬂhﬂ-uﬂmﬂrdhmmﬂmmuﬂq....ﬁlﬁk
ﬂmmumdmpmm.ur.m.m:mﬂiupﬁ.mnm
and talked with me, and 10l s be was in bed when he heard me
m}aﬁ.ﬂui&tmﬂmﬁﬂﬁm1m.ﬁhhﬂmﬁmm
me know if | w willing [ preach 10 them that day. it being
w!mhhluﬁimhmﬁdhtuﬂﬁeaﬂxk
or something for me to stand epon; whick he readily promised 1o do. |
1ﬂmm.iw.luﬁhdhmmmmwm{.fmnthdmighr
offscer amongut us, and ol keave for me 1o preach-which he did. and
E:nﬁ'lﬁp‘iﬂd.itiihﬂjﬂlﬂﬂ:.ﬂnlfﬂmdﬂiﬁ_[ﬁr]m
a man of preat humanity. although » profane swearer, When he heand
that 1 was abom o peeach, it affecied him very moch, so be came and
ook me out to talk with me o the subsect of bearing 2oms. [ tobd him |
n{ﬂﬂm:mnﬂhamm.hrm:mﬂﬂm-r
comtry. and was willing 1o do any thing | could, while | continued in
ﬁtm.tﬁmﬂﬂtd&iﬂinplhlhntﬂndmrﬂmubrﬁﬂhg
te deive their baggage wagon? | colid Rim [ woeld. . _ |

Ble then released me from guand. 2nd said when | was ready 10 begin
meeting | might stand on 2 bench by his tesg. When the bour armived. [
htgﬂs.hlt,:ﬂ:m..,!tbfﬁﬂwdn.ﬂﬂmunﬂ:r&t
mﬂmmmm.wﬂﬂtlmnﬂdmdﬁwmﬂ._
Many of these people. officers. as well as men, were bathed in tears
before | wos dome, . . .

On Monday the enit marched southwand from Thomas” Tavern throwgh
L‘Eﬁltinand counties bo Salisbury, where Lee witnessed the
hanging of a Toay. He served as a sergeant of the pioneers (engineers) for a
few months until his discharge. The Reverend Mr, Lee had occasion to
revisal the area of his first camp experience long years after the war. In 1811
and again in 1516 he atlended Methodist Chisrch conferences in Raleigh,
presided over by Bishop Francis Asbury.?*

A Familiar War Anecdore. —The ongins of famaliar wartime anecdotes
have been claimed by nearly every section of the country. The Eollowing
anccdole. which has been recounted in relation to every war in America’s
bestory, was printed two decades after the Eevolutbonary War in a Wake
Coumty newspaper. Although the editor made no claim to the story's
faving originated wilh a Wake County recruit. it could well be the esrliest
publicatiom of the yarm.

Dunng the Revolutionsry War, whea draughts were made from (he
:ulln,tc-mﬂ&mﬁtmﬂ:rmy.:mﬂinfapnhyulﬂ:uwm
@egnﬁmﬂhﬂiﬂn&hm.mﬂﬂhifdﬁt-
md&rhaduy.ﬁnphiﬂaﬂtmnﬁ.#ﬂmﬂhﬁy.m
ofthem. whao had an impediment in his speech. came up to the Captam.

" Mamtcen Tt fod 5, Sl s caf i Wy Frase Lre. 26-39: Geady L E. Carroll jod _Fraseis sy

Nersh: Carofies. 243, 22 The trwern was probubiy s of Johs Gabes Theoemas o8 Crabts Crech. ke
Comrt Mismates, Sept. 77248, Mar, 1175118, Sep. 1774120, aad cter o



Y
'Ir‘- -

-t

A i amis HigroEy phisigraph

A rough sberchafa Bem
War soldier appears oa ke

Third N.C. Regimemt, £
ral Line. Marsev's dischargs,
sued @l Vailer Forpe o e
fis 2Vi-year enlistoermr, i
Legivdarive Popers. Srare
chiver.

and mads v bow. ~'What is your chjection?" s mf:fptuu |l—
fa-a-asl po,”" answers The man. “‘becamee | sl-4-ul-er. i Snlu:r

says the capizsa, “"you don’t go there 10 1alk, bt 1o Gghl.™ **Ay. bul
they "Il p-p-pul mez mn;—g-g.mﬂ.arﬂaman-ﬂr@_:-hh_hﬂ'_i mike.
befiore | can =ay, Wh-wh-wiha goes there ™ () That s a0 obsecton, for
tBey will place some other sentry with vou, and e can challenge. i yoa
can fire.” ““Well, b-b-but 1 may be h-u-li_nn and run theough the
g-g-guts, befone [ can ory. qu-gu-gu-guarter. nﬂihﬂfl:!mh‘ilﬁg
and the captain, ot of humanity. (Eaoghing heartily) dismissed i

lew Draft Evading.—For whatever reasons, there were Wake
Cnf:ﬁaﬁﬁﬁu}did nod. or woakd nod. enlist as soldiers or be drafted. Some
paid heavily for their imaction by having their property seized amd sodd,
under provision of the state malita act of 1T&l. Because Jacob Leavens
failed to report for duty when drafted that year and also to provide 2
substitute, Wake Militia Col. Thomas Wootten hined Nathamiel Joaes. Ir..
as a substibste, paid him 10,000 pounds, and issued a warranl aganst
Leawems™s estabe 1o cover thal cost. Al mﬁicaucmnlrmi_a.rm SUMIMEr,
high bidder a1 21,000 pounds happened to be the substitute hamseld. Fones,
who received titke 10 Leavens’s 500-acre plantation and home. A secomd,
samilar. case involved Daniel McDaniel, who was charged alsoin 1781 with
having “*neglected or refused to march™ when drafted for the Southermn
Expedition. His estate, too, was exposed to public sak and bought for the
high bid of 10000 pounds by Joel Lane

o Repisier (wl, -
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V. Revolurion and Evolwtion Tl

Assembly in Wake: A Preview?—The General Assembly comtinued 1o
meet frequently throughout the war years. The session of 1781 was planned
for New Bern, where several earlier sessions had beea held. After
Cormwallis’s invasion, however, and the British occupation of Wilmington
foflowing the Battle of Guilford Counbouse, il was comsidered unsafe o
meet Ihere. Again, the poverming body looked inland to Wake County asa
meeting place. far emough away from British activities 1o be considered
safe. and the assembly convened *‘at Wake Court House'” June 73, | 781

Not only the courthouse, bwt also Joel Lane’s nearby plantation and
lavern were pressed into service. An enderprising man named Vincent Vass
made an mbere sting amangement for provading meals for the legislators. He
engincered an agreement with numerous local residents to SIEPETVISE Of
furnish maspower for food preparation in retum for exemption from cne or
two short “Towrs of Millitka Duty."” The assembly approved these ex-
emplions ““for the services remdered the public in that depariment”™ foe
Nicholas Alkins, Joshua Sage, Kemp Goodloe. Isaac Bracken, Matthew
Calowrs, Richard King. Willis Pope. Solomon Hood., John Rand. Hardy
Sanders, Thomas Wootlen, Joel Lame, James Alford, and Francis Willkes.
Many of them had already served one or more tours before. For his owm
parchases ﬂ-l"‘Earn:l?l:-s-th,ttc."a:ﬂ"fﬂ-r!hhgs bormowed amd hired, ™"
the stale reimbursed Wass a grand 104al of 35,720 poends. In addition, host
Foel Lane was paid 15,000 pounds *“for House Reni. Pasturage, eoc..”” for
the Jume 23-July 14 session. These inflated costs reflect the remendoas
depreciation im paper currency during the war. The orders for payment
were signed by an Edgecombe County man who 2 few years later became a
Wake resident for the rest of his life, North Carolina’s future treasarer.
Jobha Haywood. In 1781 ke was clerk of the Senate.™

Impossibie for any of those in atbemdance to know was the fact that in
hittd: more than a decade 1he ilineran General Assembiy would be serded
permanently withim a few hundred yards of the site of their lemporary
arangemends al 'Wake Coanbouse,

Election amd Imauguration ot Wake Courthowse, —Oha openang day of the
session there were preseat only 76 of the 156 senators and representatbives
entitled eo attend from the 50 counties thal comprised Monh Carolina a1 the
time. Gradually moest of the other members arrived. and clerks and other
employees added to the number who were accommodated at Wake Coen-
Bouse. Apparently the larger Howse of Commons met in the courthouse and
the Senaie i Joel Lane’s home or tavern. The Former bailding was chosen
for the joimt meeting of the two houses to elect a sucoessor to the stap’s
second gavernor, Abner Nash, oa the third day of the session ™

The bafloting resulted in the election of Thomas Burke of Orange

- County, who was escorted 10 2 second joint meeting the following day for

R e
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his inaaguration. Ome of the first items of busee ss was Governor Burice's
actively assuming the position of military commander im chief and Richand
Caswell's being named major gemeral of state forces. The nervoas General
Assembly. “at a time so truly alarming and dangerous as the present,” had
ona the second day ordered a troop of hght horse from mearby Frankhn
Coanty 1o geard them. These men asgmented part of a regiment of
cavalny Governos Mash had requested from Joseph Hawkins, wiho agreed
thal they would serve not onldy as seatinels but aiso “‘to give the Assembly
every Intellzpence of the Enemizs movements 2t Wibmington."” Albough
*“lirthe respite from the cursed Tores'™ was fell in other parts of the state,
the assembly was able to complete its busimess a1 the Wake session withoat
threst or attack.™

Crosmes Mostis

A War of Nerves.—In less than two weeks after adjoummemt of the
ascemhly, bowever, the central Wake-Cumberiand-Orange area was under
serioas aftack from bands of Tories. About 30 mea from the Wake militia
were on duty in the Mew Hope area of Oirange, jusi over the Wake lime.
Most of the county s remzining men were engaged inother parts of the state
that were ander threat of antack. More 1han 200 were serving in the *“lower
distmcts™ and near Salssbary. and abowt 15 went to the ad of neighbors in
Camberfand Comnty who were besng attacked by organized Tones report-
edly led by a sergeant who had deserted from the Britsh army. Walke
Coumty’s John Band, former delegate to the Council of Safety and foemer
senalor, wenl an express to Governor Burdee to inform Bim (ke "1 50 or 200
borse and infantry™ were wrgently needed *“to drive them from Cumber-
land amd prevemt their making further excursioms. otherwise itheir stay
thece will perhaps endamper the whole State. "™

The situation worsened. Hardy Sanders of the Wake mifitia advised the
governor in mid- Aogust ket a “Tory Army."”" thought 10 number nearly
2000, was massing in Cemberfand and Chatham coanties. and that Wake
and its neighboring counties were in *“iruly alarming’™ dasger of being
“exposed o their ravages.'” He was drafisng all the men and arms he could
mussber; but help was urgently needed to bold 1be Tories in check and
therehy “*spirit up our own pecple whoe are now desponding.”” Lieutenant
Colone] Sasders further advised the governor that a party of abowt 300
Tories kzd by the motoriows Col. David Fasming was on the march towand
Hillsborowgh, where the commander in chief and his abdes were organizing
a campasgn 10 stop the Tones, He added the wamming. ™1 am 10l your

Excell pnc ]y is: Fanming”s ohject.” The povermor would have done well 1o
heed the Wake colonel’s waming, for it later proved accurabe.*®

™= N Heuse Fowrmal, bosee 35, FTEL, by Clarke, Srede Brconds 7580 55 553, 59%; By (. Crabisne,
Worsh [arolng (rowermorn 5. 1905 Bt Sdetc ey Urd primtemg. revined, 19040, S0 0 0T, Senare Sowrmad,
Bemme T4, FTED. i Clar. Spare Boreoreh 175800 Ol Foseplh How/lier b0 Geverper Sonh, Jone 1T, [T80. sl
(B so Gt Semmeer. June 12 7R, = (hark. Doare Rovaady |5 -0N7-2R0 S0-091.
). Fasd to Gow. Berke, Joly 3. 1701, i Clark. Sietr Rrcorghy 77 bl Hdd
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V. Revolasion and Evolition 3

Meanwhile. desperaiely short of men and ammunition, and with the
Tories reportedly within twenty miles of his camp on Middle Creek in
southern Wake County, Lt. Col. Sanders was able to persuade another 60
volumieers 10 enlist. He enticed them with the prospect of a two months
u:ﬂ,anmﬂ:s}mftﬂﬂmnlhnp:mitcdbrm:sm'smﬂimhm.mr
had 10 supply their own horses and gans, he reported. *“as | had 5o Other
way to Collect Arms."" The Wake militia, now 10-strong. was crdened 1o
rendezvoms at Wake Courthoase for the march i the Cape Fear River in
Cumbertand Coanty to confromt Colone] Fanning and his *“near Five hus-
ﬁ'gruenﬁmtnppnﬁi[tsid:cd‘ﬁeﬂhﬂ.““

stead of staying to do bartle. however. Fanning and his men marched
towand HIJI'!.J_J-JIwgih wh-:_n: Gen. Jokn Butler was encamped. Governor
Elhrh: EnOring the warnimg Sanders had sent him concerming Famning”s
inbenlions, received other intelligence that the Tory army was on Ihe way b0
alack General Butler. He semt 2 messenger to warn Butler. bt failed 1o
arange suffacient progectson for himself. [n ik back of night Fanning and
his Tomies surrounded the Buske home and took as iheir prisomer 1he
governor and commander in chief of Morth Carolina’s forces. Burke's
mmmﬂmmhm:hla]ﬂmqhﬁmiugnmnwmmm
ambush. he succeeded in retaining his imporiant prisoner, ook him o
Wilmingion, and twmed him over to the British Magor Craig
_“’iLth:mnﬂﬂ:ruFCnm'ﬁaEHial‘l'mhuEtamnm Laser, the war was
virtaally over, except for continued activities by the Tories. Their leaderin
the Wake-Cumberland-Orange area continwed 1o be Fanning, ustil he left
the state for South Carolina and evemtual exile in Mova Scotia ®

From War 1o Peace.—From the upheavals of the Revolutiosmry War,
Wah:m:cnshdmtum’mm:tﬁuﬂrinpcmﬁmmdulmgwim
waraggravaled econcmic, political, and social problems. Some local lead-
ers were also involved in the new state’s task of establishing a permanent
seat of government. There were those who thought central-lyimg Wake
County a natural choice. But there lay ahead a lengthy penod of con-
l;:-utﬁmdwmu before Wake was finally selected as the capital
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